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1  There  were,  in  fact, 
a  good  many  loose  as  well  as  very  many  rich 
people  in  Ludlow  in  the  old  days,  but  those 
were  the  old  bad  days  of  Charles  the  Second. 
Mr.  Wright  mentions  one — the  provincial  Don 
Juan  of  the  age.  His  name  was  Morrell,  and 
the  author  designates  him  as  a  “remarkable 
impostor,”  who,  “  for  the  sake  of  their  money, 
married  an  unlimited  number  of  wives  before 
any  of  them  were  dead.”  But  would  he  not 
have  been  a  still  more  remarkable  impostor  if 
he  had  gone  into  that  unlimited  business  and 
married  the  ladies  after  they  were  dead !  Blue 
Beard,  at  all  events,  in  a  matter-of-fact  way, 
did  not  marry  one  wife  till  he  had  hanged  her 
predecessor. 
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THE 


j=toto£tottS  JImpottoj, 

Or  the  Hiftory  of  the  L I  FE  of 

William  Morrell, 

ALIAS 

BOWYER, 

Sometime  of  Banbury ,  Chirurgeon. 

'  } 

Who  lately  perlbnated  Humphrey  Wickham  of  Smackly ,  in  j 
the  County  of  Oxen,  Efquire,  at  a  Bakers  Houle  in  1 
the  Strand,  where  he  Died  the  third  oljan.  i6y\t 

Together 

!  With  an  Authentick  Copy  of  his  Will,  taken  out  of  the 
Prerogative  Court,  and  the  manner  of  his  Funeral  in 
St.  Clements  Church-yard. 


L'O  N  D  ON, 

Printed  for  dbtl  <i{()per  at  the  Mytre  near 

Temple-Bar,  i6<pi. 


■ — 


\ 


Y 


TO  THE 

Honourable  Capt.  Humph.  Wickham, 

sir, 

WHen  this  following  ‘Paper  makes  thus  hold  to  le  your 
Addreflor ,  the  only  Encouragement  forthe  Prejump- 
tion  is,  that  your  borrow'd  Name  has  fill’d  up  fo  large  a  Sheet 
in  curHijlory.as  ju fitly  entitles  Tou  to  this  Prefientation.  And 
truly  as  a  confideralle  part  of  it  has  already  furnifht you  with 
no  fmalljeft  at  your  LaughingHours,  we  hope  the  Life  of  our 
Englifih  Guzman, j your  late  AdoptedName  fake, wi/i  le  no  undir 
verting  Entertainment.  His  Lifiejtis  true, has  been  little  elfie 
than  a  continued  Scene  of  Majquerade ;  and  if  to  finijh  his 
la(l  API,  he  had  occafion  of  borrowing  a  Face  and  Char  abler 
of  Quality ,  and  confiequer.tly  fixt  upon  Captain  Wickham  ; 
alas,  you  mufl  conftder  he  wanted  Worth  and  Honour,  ami 
eanyou  blame  him  for  looking  for  'em  where  they  were  to  be 
found  l  Tou  flood  fair  for  him,  and  the  World,  however,  it 
may  cenfure  his  Impudence ,  at  leafl  it  cannot  but  commend  his  4 
Choice.  And  the  Re  afon  (  if  you  have  any)  to  complain, 
is,  that  whereas  the  World  is  but  a  Stage,  and  Life  but  a 
Play,  and  Captain  Wickham  was  only  perforated  to  Cheat  a 
poor  Baker  of  a  Fortnights  Lodging  and  Bread.  ’ Tis  pit y 
your  Name,  that  much  better  dejerved,  was  only  drawn  in 
to  the  filling  up  of  a  Farce.  But,  as  great  a  Thief  as  he  was 
tofleal  a  Title  of  Flonotir,  whatever  hard  Charge  the  poor 
fujfering  Baker  has  againfl  him,  yet  confidering  how  little 
you  have  loft  by  him,  we  hope  your  excufing  Goodnefis  will 

A  a  not 
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1  he  Epiftle  Dedic&to«y. 

not  load  him  higher  than  \ Petty  Larceny,  And  truly  if  he 
can  fed  it  in  bis  Grave #  he  has  fufficlently  felt  the  Lajh  for 
it.  His  Loft  Will  and  Teft ament,  I  confefs,  has  very  boun¬ 
tifully  cantoned  out  your  Fflate  ;  ad  the  Jorroiv  isffihat  the 
Gaping  Executors y  "and  the  ref  of  the  Inheritors ,  have  no 
jhor.er  a  Walk  than  into  frairy-l.and  to  receive  their  Lcga 
cies  ;  a  longer  journey ,  tis  to  be  feared \  than  either  the 
Bright  Bay\  or  Dappled  Grey ,  will  ever  he  able  to 
carry  'em. 

And  now  to  do  our  lafl  Office ,  viz.  to  fpeak  a  good  word 
of  the  TOead  ( for  truly  he  had  no  funeral  Sermon  to  do  it ) 
they  may  tall\  of  Monuments  and  Epitaphs  for  preferving  of 
Memories ;  hut  cur  quondam  Operator  of  Banbury,  the 
with  plainer  funeral  ( e  remonies ,  has  taken  care  for  a 
Jafiing  Renown ,  when  much  fnerDufl  under  Statues  and 
Marble  Jhall  Jleep  forgotten  :  And  whereas  there  are  famous 
Examples  of  oEf  that  have  perpetuated  their  Names  at  no 
lejs  price  than  the  burning  oj  Temples  ,bis  better  Husbandry , 
to  his  Glory  be  it  recorded ,  has  purchafed  Immortality 
much  cheaper ;  where  we'd  leave  himy  and  beg  your  Pardon 
for  this  Boldnefs 

<*  t  *  v  !  V  ",  ^  ^  v  \  Tv 
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Your  unknown  Humble  Servant. 
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Willi  dm  Morrell  alias  Sec. 


^1?  S  Famous  Rover,  from  the  Multitude  of 
“^  Titles,  to  begin  with  his  right  Name 
William  Morrell ,  was  by  Profeflion  a  Chyrur- 
gion,  and  more  than  twenty  Years  ago,  for 
iHany  Yeai  s  together,  a  Pra&itioner  of  good  Credit  in 
Banbury,  where  his  Induftry  honeftly  got  him,  by  his 
Practice,  near  two  Hundred  a  Year,  with  which  he 
maintained  himfelf,  his  Wife  and  Family  very  hand- 
mmely,  till  about  eighteen  Years  ago  he  began  to  be 
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ve-v  Lazy,  and  much  addided  to  banket  after  the  Con- 
veriation  of  the  Gentry  thereabouts  ;  and  being  a  her  ion 
verv  Facetious,  and  his  Company  not  dilacceptable,  he 
SLcd  hlmftif  into  the  Society  of  the  beft  Quality 
round  about,  and  would  be  a  Month  or  two  a  tiuelf 
at  feveral  Great  Mens  Houfes ;  more  particularly  lie 
lbme  time  fince  infinuated  himlelf  into  the  Favor  of  a 
Worthy  Gentleman  near  Maabrny,  viz.  Humphry  W ukh*m 
of  SwAh/y  Elq;  whole  Perfon  and  Charader  he  pre¬ 
tended  to  reprefent,  and  in  which  Impofture  he  made 


and  the  Bottle  came  into  play,  the  Salvatory  and  Play  If er* 
box  went  out.  And  his  Patients  could  not  wed  ftay 
for  the  Setting  of  a  Broken  Limb,  or  Tenting  a  Green 
Wound,  till  our  Efcahipius  was  to  be  called,  the  Lord 


idler  Dimimtive  Exploits  ,  the  Infancy  and  Nonage 


(  3  ) 

thefe  pettier  Adventures,  but  e’en  fet  out  in  one  of 
his  nobleft  Atchievements,  and  paint  our  new  Guzman 
in  foroe  of  his  boldeft  and  faireft  Colours. 

*  y.  ^  ^  r  ,  «  |  »  I  /  ' 

Accordingly  he  Equips  himfelf  with  a  Sturdy  Young 
Country  Fellow  ,  a  Ralpho  to  our  Hadtbras ,  and 
takes  a  Knight-Errantry  one  day  to  a  Fair  at  Brayls 
in  Warwickfhire ,  his  Habit  between  a  Grazier  and  a 
plain  Country  Gentleman ;  where  Santering  about 
with  his  Man  Tom  ( for  fo  his  Squire  was  titled  ) 
at  laft  fpying  a  Knot  of  good  likely  Kine  (  near  a 
Score  of  them  )  Ah  Mafter ,  fays  Tom,  what  a  parcel  of 
brave  Cattle  are  thefe.  Ay  Tom,  replies  the  Matter, 
I  am  forry  I  farv  them  no  fooner ;  thefe  would  do  my 
Bufinef  to  a  T ;  but  as  the  Devil  and  ill  Luck  would, 
have  it,  I  have  laid  out  my  whole  Stock  already  ,  and  fo 
til  e’en  fet  my  Heart  at  Reft.  The  Country  Fellow, 
the  Owner  of  the  Cattle  ,  feeing  a  Gentleman  of  his 
honeft  Appearance  furveying  his  Beafts,  and  hearing 
every  word  that  pafs’d  between  the  Man  and  Matter 
(  for  they  took  care  to  talk  loud  enough  to  be  heard  ) 
thought  he  had  got  a  good  Chapman ,  .  and  defired 
the  Gentleman  to  draw  nearer  and  handle  the  Cattle. 
Handle,  anfwers  Tom,  what  for  ?  Tou  know ,  Sir,  you 
have  laid  out  all  your  Money  already ,  and  what  (hould 
we  handle  Cattle  unleft  we  had  Cole  to  buy  ’’em.  1 

confeft  they  are  for  your  Turn  above  any  I  have  zeen 
in  the  whole  Vair,  but  thafs  nothing,  the  Money  Af after 
the  Money.  The  Money ,  replies  the  Country-man , 
Troth  that  fall  make  no  Difference ,  nor  break  Squares 
between  us',  if  you  and  I  can  agree,  the  Cattle  are  at 
your  Service :  I  fuppofe  you  are  forne  honeft  Gentle¬ 
man  hereabouts,  and  the  Money  will  do  my  work  next 

B  2  Market - 
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Market-day.  Pray  what  may  I  call  your  Name  ?  My 
Name  u  Walters,  replies  our  Cattle-Merchant,  Wal¬ 
ters,  Majter ,  anfwers  our  Country-man,  What  any 
Relation  to  his  Worjhip  the  Noble  Sir  William  Walters  ? 
Ay  ,  Friend  ,  a  Jmall  Relation  ,  a  Brother  of  his.  A 
Brother  of  Sir  William’^  !  Off  goes  the  Country-man’s 
Bonnet  at  the  next  word ,  and  a  long  Scrape  made ; 
for  no  Refped  was  too  great  for  a  Brother  to  a 
Perlon  of  fuch  eminent  Quality.  My  Cattle ,  Noble 
Squire ,  Ay  with  all  my  Heart.  In  fhort  after  much 
ado  to  make  the  Country-man  be  covered  before  him, 
he  fell  to  treat  about  the  Price  of  the  Cattle,  in  which 
he  bargained  fo  warily’,  that  they  had  almoft  parted 
for  a  fingle  Shilling  in  a  Difpute  between  them. 
But  at  laft  the  Bargain  and  Sale  concluded,  Tom  is  com¬ 
manded  to  drive  home  the  Cattle,  the  Money  to  be  paid 
next  Market-day,  and  the  Country-man  has  the  Honor 
to  drink  a  Pot  at  parting  with  his  Worlhipful  Chap¬ 
man  our  Sir  William's  Brother :  This  Feat  performed, 
he  takes  a  walk  round  the  Fair,  and  picks  up  a  pretty 
Country  Girl,  a  Mafons  Daughter,  at  a  fmall  Town  a- 
bout  four  Miles  off,  and  gives  her  the  common  Country 
Civility  of  a-  Fair,  viz.  a  Glafs  of  White-wine  and  Su¬ 
gar.  During  this  Entertainment  of  our  young  Damfel, 
he  is  raoft  delperately  fmitten  with  her  Beauty,  info- 
much  that  our  Inamorato  muff  wait  upon  her  home  to 
her  Father’s  Houfe,  nothing  but  Death  and  Defpair  at¬ 
tending  if  he  cannot  have  that  extraordinary  Happinefs. 
The  Girl  who  by  this  time  had  learnt  his  Name  and  Qua¬ 
lity,  was  not  a  little  confounded  at  the  preiTmg  Impor¬ 
tunities  of  a  Perlon  of  his  Worth  to  a  poor  Girl  of  her 
little  Capacity,  and  not  with  Banding  her  modeft  Refu- 
fals,  felt  a  fecret  Pride  from  lb  kind  an  offer,  and  at  laft 
accepted  of  his  Service  home.  No  fooner  was  file  not 
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fafe  handed  home,  and  Mother  and  Daddy,  were  pri¬ 
vately  whifpered  what  Honor  they  received  from  fuch 
a  Vifitant;  the  bell  the  Houle  could  afford  was  not 
good  enough  for  him:  after  the  courier  Compliments 
of  [Lord,  Sir,  fuch  a  Perfon  of  Quality  under  our  poor 
Roof  ]  and  the  like ;  the  beft  welcome  that  could  be 
made  him  was  not  wanting :  Nay,  for  what  was  defi¬ 
cient  at  home,  the  whole  Neighborhood  was  Ranfakt 
to  lend  help  toward  the  Accommodation.  Our  new 
Lover  not  to  baulk  a  good  Caufe,  openly  Profeffes 
no  lefs  than  honourable  Matrimonial  AffeCtion  to  his 
dear  Conqueror.  Eftate  he  wants  none  ;  and  Portion 
or  Quality  are  below  his  Confideration,  the  Satisfaction 
of  Love  is  the  only  thing  in  the  World  he  refolves  to 
gratifie. 

r 


The  Father  and  Mother  are  much  aftonifh’d  at 
fuch  an  Addrelfor  to  their  Daughter,  nor  is  the  Daugh¬ 
ter  her  lelf  a  little  furprized  at  it,  though  of  the 
two  her  Wonder  is  the  lea  ft  ;  for  her  Sexes  natural 
Frailty  was  fb  apt  to  make  her  think  it  the  pure  E f- 
feft  of  her  own  fweet  Face,  that  the  power  of  her 
Charms,  and  the  Quality  of  her  Captive  was  not  al¬ 
together  (  Hie  fancied  )  fb  extraordinary  an  Adven¬ 
ture.  In  fine,  Our  paffionate  Admirer  pufhes  on  his 
fuit  with  all  the  Vigour  and  Application  imaginable, 
and  truly  you  may  well  conceive  lo  weak  a  Refin¬ 
ance  could  not  well  hold  out  long  againft  fb  PuilFant 
an  Affailer  :  The  Siege  is  preft’d  home,  and  in  three 
fhort  days  the  white  Flag  is  hung  out,  a  Parly 
beat ,  Articles  concluded ,  and  the  Fort  furrender- 
ed.  Our  Darniel,  in  fhort,  commits  Matrimony  ; 

and 


CO. 

and  the  whole  Family  is  not  a  little  Tranlported  at 
fitch  a  Noble  Alliance.  Thus  Wedded  and  Bedded, 
Our  new  Couple  are  all  Honey  and  Sweetnefs,  and 
though  Sir  William  Walter  s  Houle  was  not  above  a  do¬ 
zen  Miles  from  thence,  his  Adopted  Brother  all  fafe  and 
fecure,  fleeps  in  the  loft  Arms  ol  his  young  Bride  with 
all  the  Rapture  of  Pleafure  and  Delight.  After  three 
Revelling  days  were  fpent  in  Feafting  and  Joy,  the  Fa¬ 
ther-in- Law  and  himfelf  enter  in  a  dole  Cabinet  Con- 
fult  about  providing  for  Family  and  Settlement.  He 
tells  the  Old  Man,  that  truly  his  Brother  the  Knight  will 
undoubtedly  take  no  little  Dudgeon  at  this  Match,  not 
that  he  cares  a  Farthing  for’t.  He  has  Married  the  only 
Creature  of  the  World  he  can  Love,  and  he  is  refolved  to 
Cherifh  her  accordingly.  But  however,  to  manage 
Affairs  with  Difcretion,  he  thinks  it  his  bell:  Prudence 
and  Policy,  to  get  his  Trunks  and  the  Writings  of  his 
Eftate  fafe  out  of  his  Brother  s  Hands,  before  he  pub- 
lifhes  the  Marriage.  And  for  that  purpofe  he  has  no 
better  way  than  for  his  ~  Father-in-Law  to  help  him 
to  a  fmall  Cart  and  a  couple  of  able  Horfes,  and  to 
drive  to  his  Brothers,  and  take  up  his  Trunks,  &c. 
And  oonfidering  he  had  laid  out  all  his  ready  Money 
in  Cattle  at  Brajle  Fair,  he  defired  the  favour  of  him 
to  furnifh  him  with  Ten  Pounds,  that  he  might  not 
be  unprovided  with  a  little  of  the  Ready  about  him, 
in  cafe  of  any  Rupture  between  his  Brother  and  him- 
ielf,  till  he  could  furnifh  himlelf  better  amongfl  his 
Tenants. 


The  Old  Man  very  readily  embraced  this  reafon- 
able  proportion,  and  though  truly  the  Summ  of  Ten 

Pounds 
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Pounds  was  above  his  Stock,  neverthelefs  living  in 
Repute  amongft  lhs  Neighbors,  through  great  Soli¬ 
citation,  fome  forty  and  feme  thirty  Shillings,  and  liich 
like  Summs,  with  much  ado  he  railes  the  Ten  Pounds 
defired ;  and  more  and  above  he  procures  two  very 
Able  Horles  and  a  Cart  to  bring  away  the  Trea- 
fure  aforefaid,  &c% 


By  this  time  his  Man  Tom  having  Sold  the  Cattle, 
is  come  to  wilh  his  Noble  Mailer  Joy  of  his  fair  Bride, 
and  fo  the  Mailer  and  Tom  attended  by  a  Brother 
of  his  Bride,  an  Honeft  Country  Swain,  who  though 
lb  highly  honoured  with  this  new  Affinity,  is  at  pre- 
fent  planted  in  no  higher  a  Poll  than  to  be  a  Mate 
with  his  Man  Tom  to  drive  the  Cart,  let  forwards,  &t. 


The  Brotlier-in-Law,  Cheek  by  Jowl,  with  the  fore? 
Horfe  of  his  linall  Team,  drives  on  very  merrily  for 
about  Nine  of  the  Twelve  Miles  to  Sir  William's ,  en¬ 
tertaining  his  Worfhipful  Relation  with  the  very  bell 
Tune  he  could  Whillle  all  the  way  they  travelPd. 


fV 


But  now  within  Three  Miles  of  home,  our  poli¬ 
tick  Bridegroom  thinks  it  advilable,  that  one  of  his 
Carters,  the  Brother,  fhould  make  a  Halt  at  an  Ale- 
houfe  where  they  Hopp’d,  and  the  whole  Manage  of 
the  Cart  and  Horles  be  intruded  with  Tom,  for  fear 
the  fight  of  a  Stranger  to  come  to  take  tip  Goods  at 
his  Brothel’s  might  give  occafion  of  Curiofity  and 
Inquiry,  whereas  Tom ,  an  old  Servant  in  the  Fa 

mily 
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miiy,  with  left  Sufpifion  and  Inlpe&ion  might 


I  hele  ftrong  Reafons  (  or  indeed  weaker  would 
have  ferved  turn  )  were  fatisfadory  enough,  and  fo 
the  Gentleman  Equipping  his  Brother  Clodpate  with 
a  George  to  ftay  and  Drink  till  they  returned,  the 
*  laiter  and  Man  fairly  drive  on,  for  the  remaining 
thiee  Miles  to  bring  oil  the  Bag  and  Baggage,  drc. 


The  Potent  Summ  of  a  whole  Half  Crown  to  be 
laid  out  in  Ale,  let  in  our  Country  Youth  to  a  heartv 
Caroufe  with  the  kind  Hoftefs  of  the  Haul  where 
the  Elquires  Health  was  over  and  over  remembred 
not  forgetting  the  Great  Man  at  the  Great  Houfe 
about  Iliree  Miles  off,  where,  as  fimple  a  Country 

Fellow  as  he  was,  he  expected  one  day  to  be  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted. 


But  to  draw  this  Adventure  towards  a  Conclu- 
fion ,  our  waiting  Carter  long  expefting  the  return 
of  the  Brother,  the  Palfries  and  the  Cargo,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Strength  of  powerful  Ale,  and  his  Sweet 
Land-Ladies  diverting  Company,  began  at  laid  to  be 
Impatient  ;  lometimes  he  fancied  the  Loading  was 
too  heavy  for  the  Poor  Beads,  and  he  thought  it  his 
belt  way  to  walk  out  and  lee  if  he  could  meet  them: 
but  all  Inquiiy  was  in  vain,  Night  at  laft  drew  on 
and  the  bell  part  ol  his  Half-crown  melted  down  • 
at  lad,  though  very  Uneade  and  Redlels,  he  is  per- 
Iwaded  by  his  kind  Hoftefs  to  take  a  hard  Nap  till 
Morning.  The  Cock  was  not  fo  loon  awake  as  he, 

for 
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for  to  tell  Truth,  he  ne’re  llept  at  all,  though  in¬ 
deed  he  dreamt  all  Night,  for  he  could  not  think 
lets,  than  that  fome  Retainers  of  the  Famil}  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  followed  the  Cart,  and  Murder’d  the  Squire 
to  run  away  with  the  Treafure,  and  what  his  poor 
Sifter  would  fuffer  to  be  a  Widow  fo  early,  was  little 
lefs  than  a  mortal  Apprehenfion.  Thereupon  very 
betimes  in  the  morning  he  pads  to  Sir  William  s,  and 
very  earnely  enquires,  what  was  become  of  the 
Squire,  the  Knights  Brother.  Sir  Williams  Brother, 
reply  d  the  Servants,  we  l^now  none  he  has;  ’tistrue, 
he  had  one  fome  years  beyond  Sea,  but  whether  dead 
or  alive,  is  more  than  any  Man  upon  Englijh  Ground 
{God  wott  )  can  tell.  How!  no  Brother-in-law 
Squire  !  No  Sir  Williams  Family  !  No  Sifter  like  to  be  a 
Lady,  nor  Brother  a  Gentleman !  nor  no  Horfes  nor 
Cart  neither!  This  daggering  Account  put  him  into  fo 
doleful  a  Dumps,  that  he  flood  almoft  Thunderftruck. 
And  truly  the  twelve  Miles  home  agen,  was  fo  tedi¬ 
ous  a  Journey,  and  the  lamentable  Narrative  he  muft 
make  ’em  at  home,  fo  killing  a  Fancy,  that  it  was  a 
great  Mercy  he  did  not  make  a  flay  upon  fome  con¬ 
venient  Twig  in  fome  Hedge  in  the  Road,  rather  than 
live  to  be  the  Meflenger  of  fuch  a  woful,  fad  Tale— 
But  ill  News  at  la  ft  muft  out.  The  Bird  and  the 
Beafts  were  all  flown ;  the  poor  Bride  fweetly  brought 
to  Bed,  a  Cart  and  two  Horfes  to  pay  for,  a  Son- 
in-law  to  find  when  the  Devil  was  blind,  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  fweet  play  thing  loft,  the  Father  and  Mother 
dipt  ten  whole  pounds  in  Chalk,  and  the  whole  Fa¬ 
mily  under  the  differing  of  a  whole  Chamberpot  full 
of  waylings  and  Tears  for  their  Calamities  and  Mif- 
fortunes. 
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But  to  return  to  our  Rover :  By  the  fide  of  Cart 
and  Team,  ten  pound  in  Cole  the  laft  lump,  and 
the  price  of  his  Kine  the  other,  his  Pockets  were 
pretty  well  lined;  and  confidering  this  fpot  might 
foon  grow  too  hot  for  him,  he  thinks  it  wifeft  to 
lhift  the  Scene,  and  thereupon  difmiffing,  for  fome 
time,  his  Man  Tom,  who  had  pretty  well  lick’d  his 
Fingers  in  fo  profitable  a  Service,  our  Grafier  now 
tranfmogrifies  into  a  Spark,  and  very  fprucely  rigg’d, 
takes  a  ramble  Weftward,  where  meeting  with  no  Ad¬ 
venture  worth  recital,  in  fome  fmall  time  he  gets  to 
Ludlow.  There  taking  up  the  firft  Night  at  an  Inn, 
his  Garb  (  though  unattended  by  Servants )  foon 
made  him  good  Reception ;  his  firft  enquiry  was  to 
learn  out  the  Eminenteft  People  in  the  Town,  of 
which  being  readily  inform’d  by  the  Drawers;  he 
learnt,  amongft  other  Relations,  that  there  was  a 
Subftantial  Wealthy  Tradefman,  had  two  pretty  Mar¬ 
riageable  Daughters :  Being  directed  to  the  Houfe, 
he  add  relies  to  the  Father,  telling  him  he  was  a  Bark- 
fhire  Gentleman,  and  intending  to  make  fome  fmall 
abode  in  Ludlow,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  continue  in 
a  Publick  Houfe,  but  would  gladly  gain  ad  million  to 
fome  private  Family.  The  Tradefman  (whofe  name 
we  will  not  mention  )  being  a  Widower,  and  taken 
with  the  manner  of  his  Difcourfe,  kindly  invited 
him  to  his  own  Houle,  which  our  Travelling  Gal¬ 
lant  as  kindly  embracing,  Accommodation  was 
made,  and  he  was  lodged  that  very  Night  at  this 
private  Landlords. 

f  •  1  f'\  *  rv  r  ,  .*•  )  i  T  f  ^  <  >  $ 
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His  entrance  here  gave  him  the  opportunity  of 
daily  converfing  with  no  mean  wit  and  charms  in 
the  two  fweet  Daughters  of  the  Family  ;  and  our 
Gallant,  very  apt  to  take  fire  at  but  a  fmall  matter 
of  Beauty,  efpecially  with  a  Portion  at  the  Tail  of 
it,  felt  no  little  wamblings  at  the  extraordinary  ac- 
complilhments  of  the  elder,  fomewhat  the  (weet- 
er  Creature.  But  this  new  Adventure  was  not  an 
enterprife  fo  eafie  as  the  laft ;  this  Sire  of  fome  fa- 
fhion,  was  fo  far  above  the  Education  and  Extract 
of  his  former  Father-in -Law,  a  Man  of  Mortar  and 
Trowel ;  and  his  Daughters  of  a  reach  and  under- 
ftanding  fo  much  beyond  the  others  humbler  capa¬ 
city  ;  that  meafures  muft  be  quite  alter’d  here  from 
thofe  that  he  took  before.  Accordingly  now  his  dif- 
courfe  was  always  upon  Foreign  fubje&s,  himfelf  and 
his  own  affairs  the  leaft  part  of  his  talk  ,•  and  if  any 
inquisitive  queftion,  either  by  Father  or  Daughters 
were  made  relating  to  his  Family  or  Concerns,  he  an- 
fwered  with  that  Modefty,  and  almoft  filence  to  all 
demands  of  that  kind,  that  he  left  their  curiofity  ftill 
in  the  dark ;  and  which  indeed  was  fo  much  a  height- 
oing  to  the  favourable  imaginations  they  had  concei¬ 
ved  of  him;  that  they  doubted  not  in  the  leaft,  but 
he  was  of  eminent  Quality ;  and  what  any  boafting 
Vanity  would  have  made  ’em  rather  fufpe(ft,h is  Modefty 
on  the  contrary  confirm’d.  *  ’Twas  fome:  few  days  be¬ 
fore  they  inquired  his  name,  for  which  he  had  ready 
at  his  Tongues  end,  the  name  of  a  very  great  Family 
in  Barkjhire ;  but  not  defending  to  particulars*  the 
remotenefs  of  the  place  did  hot  gain  ’em  much  intelli- 
.bhoW  C  % 
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gence  of  his  Quality  from  only  the  bare  name.  All 
this  while,  at  feme  little  'diftance,  he  dropt  a  great 
many  cdmplaifant  words  to  the  elder  Sifter,  which 
look'd  very  much  like  Love,  and  which  he  indeed 
defired  fhould  be  fo  interpreted.  In  this  Convention, 
now  of  a  Fortnights  continuance,  he  had  rendred 
himfelf  fo  acceptable  to  the  whole  Family,  that  a  great 
many  favourable  thoughts  on  all  Tides  inclined  towards 
him.  The  Addrefs  to  the  Daughter,  at  laft  looked  a 
little  more  plain  and  barefac’d,  and  at  that  time  a 
Fair  happening  at  Ludlow ,  where  he  had  been  divert¬ 
ing  himfelf  with  feeing  of  Falhions,  he  came  home 
in  much  Concern,  and  fome  kind  of  Paflion,  much 
greater  than  hitherto  they  had  at  any  time  feen  from 
him.  ct  Certainly  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  (  fays 
“  he  pajfmately')  fo  retir’d,  but  fome  Devil  or  other 
“  will  ftill  find  out  and  haunt  me.  The  odnefs  of 
this  expreffion  invited  the  elder  Sifter  to  ask  him 


what  he  meant.  “  Why  truly,  Madam,  ( he  replied ) 
“  I  have  been  hunted  from  three  or  four  Towns  al¬ 
ready,  for  in  fpight  of  all  my  refolutions  of  living 
*  incognito ,  fome  unlucky  Perfon  or  other  comes  full 
“  in  my  mouth,  and  will  betray  me  in  fpight  of  my 
“  Soul.  This  anfwer  did  but  heighten  her  Curiofity, 
and  having,  as  fhe  thought,  fome  little  Intereft  in 
him  as  a  profeft  Servant  of  hers,  fhe  was  a  little  the 
bolder  in  prefting  the  Queftion ;  and  therefore  plainly 
ask’d  him  why  he  liv’d  incognito^  and  what  accident 
had  now  difeovered  him :  To  this  at  laft,  with  a  little 
more  franknefs  than  he  had  hitherto  ufed,  he  replied, 
the  reafon  of  his  Ramble  from  his  Family,  with  his  Li¬ 
ning  three  or  four  Months  paft  unknown  to  the  whole 
;  World. 
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World,  was  only  to  prevent  theruineof  a  Sifter,  who 
like  a’foolilh  Girl,  was  in  much  danger  to  be  un¬ 
done  by  a  Beggerly  Match  fhe  was  too  fond  of ;  and 
her  Portion  being  in  his  hands,  he  had  abfented  him 
felf  from  his  home,  left  the  foftnefs  of  her  tears,  the- 
importunities  of  feveral  Advocate’s  in>  behalf  or 
this  indigent  Lover,  together  with  the  weaknefs  of  his 
own  tender  heart,  might  at  laft  be  prevail’d  upon  to 
grant  his  confent  to  what  he  knew  would  be  his  fit  a  me 
and  her  undoing.  And  as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  he 
had  unfortunately  tumbled  upon  a  Countryman  of 
his,  now  at  the  Fair,  who  would  infallibly  run  open 
mouth’d  to  his  Sifter  and  his  Family,  and  tell  ’em  all 
where  he  was.  This  difcovery  gave  a  good  occafion 
to  the  fair  Examiner  to  be  not  only  a  Pleader  for  her 
own  Sex  in  the  Perfon  and  caufe  of  his  unknown  Sifter, 
but  likewifetobe  a  Champion  for  Love.  For  now  ihe 
plainly  told  him, that  a  great  many  grains  of  allowance 
were  to  be  made, where  hearts  were  infeparable.  If  this 
Lover  of  his  Sifters  was  a  man  of  Senfe  and  Quality 
fas  neither  of  thofe  he  could  deny  him)  it  was  a 
little  barbarous  in  him  to  oppofe  the  whole  Repofe 
and  Contentment  of  fo  near  a  Relation  as  a  Sifter, 
for  fo  fordid  a  confideration  as  a  little  Worldly  Inte- 
reft.  Beftdes,  there  was  a  Providence  always  attend¬ 
ed  Faith  and  Truth  in  Love,  and  undoubtedly  foon- 
er  or  later  would  provide  for  their  well-being,  or 
elfe  enable  ’em  to  bear  a  meaner  portion  of  Riches, 
which  others  perhaps  might,  lefs  contentedly,  poflefs. 
This  argument  was  almoft  the  daily  difcourfe,  in 

which  me  feem’d  to  gain  fome  little  ground,  but  not 

enough 
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enough  to  perfwade  him  to  the  unreafonafole  Grant 
his  Sifters  defires. 

M  fv.  ..  1 

About  five  days  after  comes  a  Letter  directed  to 
him  at  Ludlow >  with  the  Poft  Mark  upon  it  very  au¬ 
thentically,  which  in  a  very  legible  Woman’s  hand 
contained  thefe  words. 


Dear  Brother, 

<  *  1  '  it  '  '  J:  '‘il  l  ’  1  . 3  f  Or  1 
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*  *  •  v  .  w  i  vi 

WHit  unhappy  Star  am  I  born  under ,  to  fujfer  all 
this  miferalle  Perfection  >  Certainly,  when  my 
Father  left  me  to  your  difpofal,  and  tied  my  Portion  to 
your  liking  of  the  man  that  muft  marry  me,  furely  he  could 
never  have  died  reconciled  to  Heaven ,  could  he  have 
forefeen  the  Slavery  he  tied  his  poor  Child  to,  in  put¬ 
ting  me  into  the  power  of  fo  cruel  a  Brother.  To  run  fo 
many  Months  from  your  Houfe,  your  FamVy,  nay ,  your 
Honour  too,  ( for  what  muft  the  cenfuring  world  talk  of  you) 
and  all  to  break  a  poor  Sifters  Heart.  Oh  Jhame- 
ful!  to  hide  your  felf  from  the  World,  and  run 
from  Mankind,  only  to  Jhut  your  Ears  agabtft  Juft  ice, 
and  to  be  deaf  to  all  Goodnefs  and  Humanity  !  Alas, 
what  Capital  Crime  have  J  committed,  who  only  loved 
a  Gentleman,  in  Birth  and  Blood  no  ways  my  Inferiour; 
and  what  if  an  unfortunate  lounger  Brother's  Jlender 
Patrimony  of  a  Hundred  a  Tear ,  is  not  anjwerable  fo 
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a  Portion  of  Two  thoufand  Pounds.  A  wonderful  Caufe 
to  make  me  the  mojl  unhappy  Creature  living,  in  re¬ 
futing  me  the  only  Bleffing  the  World  has  to  give. 
How  many  fair  fleps  to  Preferment  and  Honour  lye  in 
the  way  of  Jo  accompliftid  and  fo  well  Related  a  Gen¬ 
tleman,  notwit  hftanding  his  Elder  Brother  run  away 
with  the  Eft  ate ;  and  what  good  Fortune  have  I  not 
to  hope  for ,  if  your  Barbarous  Averfion  did  not  inter - 
pofe  between  my  Felicity  and  me.  In  Jhort ,  refolve  to 
return  home ,  and  he  kind  to  your  languifhing,  and  almoft 
defpairing  Sifler,  or  elfe  expea  very  fpeeddy to  he  vi- 
tited  ly  her  at  your  Bedfide  in  her  Winding fheet.  For 
if  Ghofts  can  walk ,  and  your  Barbarity  has  f born  my 
Death,  expea  to  he  eternally  haunted,  as  you  jhall  de- 

ferve  from— 

Your  Diftra&ed — — — 


The  next  Poft  four  or  five  Letters  more  came  af¬ 
ter  him ;  one  from  his  BaylifF,  to  defire  him,  for 
God’s  fake  to  come  home  again ; for  the  Devil  a 
Farthing  would  his  Tenants  pay  till  they  faw  their 
landlord.  A  feeond  from  one  of  his  Tenants,  com¬ 
bining  of  his  bad  Crop,  and  the  low  price  of 
Com  and  that  unlefs  he  would  bate  him  Twenty- 
pound  a  Year  Rent,  he  could  never  hold  his  Farm ; 
earneftlv  defiring  his  Worlhip  to  come  home,  and 
take  care  of  his  poor  Tenants,  &c.  A  third  con¬ 
doling  his  Misfortune  in  the  lofs  of  his  Eldeft  Son, 
and  defiring  to  fee  his  Sweet  Worihip’s  Face,  that 
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he  might  get  him  to  put  his  Second  Boy’s  Life  into 
his  Copy-hold  ;  and  others  of  the  like  Import. 

Thefe  Letters  our  Spark  left  in  his  Clofet  Win. 

T6  W1°  e  day  g°ing  abroad,  bv  a  ore 
tended  Negligence,  he  fhot  the  Bolt  of  his  ClE 

Lock  out  of  the  Staple  and  fo  left  his  Door  a-jar 
and  his  Letters  expos  d  to  any  body  that  woS 
pleale  to  read  em.  This  Stratagem  fucceeded  7oht 
Wifli,  for  the  Daughter,  whom  I  may  now  call  £ 
ifhrefs,  knowing  him  fafe  abroad,  had  dropt  into 
his  Chamber  when  the  Maid  was  making  the  Bed 
and  finding  the  Clofet  Door  open,  made  boldrJ 
peep,  and  fpying  his  Letters  there,  tips  the  wint 
upon  the  Maid,  whom  fhe  made  of  the  Council  and 
read  em  all  out  The  Contents  put  her  mi’h  i  J 
upon  tile  gog;  for  certainly  fhe  concluded  he^'  ft 
be  a  Man  of  a  mishtv  FfT^t-p  fn 

and  the  Lord  knows  what, •  and  if  a  Si? "r  hadTwo’ 

*•»*  »  Eldci  Lfher^f 

if*,  A  ff  die  fhad  conjured  the  Maid  to  f, fence 
fhe  could  not  forbear  running  to  her  Fafher  nnJ 
telling  him  all  fhe  had  difeover’d ;  The  Father  ^ 
firfl  a  little  reprimanded  her  Curiofitv  but-  7 
dering  he  had  found  out  a  Lwe  In££  f 
tween  his  Daughter  and  him,  he  thoLhiPfe  ^ 

fafHv  C°T  d,[C0VCr7-  ,At  ,aft  looking  §very  del 
laftly  upon  his  Daughter’s  Face  with  ,  r 

of  a  kind  fatherly  leer,  he  erv’d 

would  he  were  a  Bed  with  thee '  Hmf  v'lt  ’ 

>eplyd  the  Girl  ilu^g-  Nay  no  harm  ( qloth7he 

Father } 
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Father)  Chicken,  that’s  all.  Thou  fay  ft  he  makes  love  to 
thee,  and  troth  I  muft  own  it  no  (mall  part  of  my  Ambi¬ 
tion  to  have  a  Perfon  of  his  Quality  and  Fortunes  for  a 
Son-in-law.  In  fhort,The  Fathergave  her  very  feafonable 
Admonition  ;  for  having  founded  her  Inclinations,  and 
found  ’em  to  his  own  wilb,  with  a  Fatherly  Authority 
he  commanded  her,  if  his  Addrefles  hinted  at  Marriage, 
to  make  him  all  reasonable  Advances  that  way. 

Our  Gallant  found  his  Plot  had  taken  ;  for  he  had 
critically  obferved  in  what  rood  particular  manner  and 
ftation  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  he  had  laid  his  Letters ; 
and  finding  all  of  ’em  difplaced  more  or  lefs  from  the 
exadt point  he  bad  left  ’em, he  plainly  perceived  they  had 
all  of ’em  been  read.Beftdes,tn  compliance  to  her  Father’s 
Orders,  and  indeed  a  little  to  her  own  Inclinations,  he 
difcover’d  her  trivial  Coldnefs  to  him  a  little  diminifh’d, 
and  her  Afpedf  more  favourable,  which  plainly  told  him 
the  Bait  had  taken.  Whereupon  one  Evening  find¬ 
ing  her  alone  in  her  Garden  ,  with  a  confidence  more 
than  ufual,  he  plainly  fpoke  home,  telling  her  what  an  - 
ineftimable  Blefting  he  Ihould  acquire  in  pofleffing  fo 
much  fweetncfs  for  a  Wife.- 

A  long  Courtlhip  enfued,  the  Particulars  too  tedious, 
only  the  Girl  was  a  little  more  pliant  than  ordinary,  but 
much  doubting  the  integrity  of  his  Proteftations  $  al¬ 
ledging  it  was  very  unlikely  he  would  debafe  himfeli  to 
marry  a  Creature  "of  her  mean  Fortune,  for  all  Die  could 
at  prefent  challenge, except  what  her  Father  might  do  for 
her  after  his  deceafe,  was  only  a  ioo/.  left  her  in  her 
Father’s  hands  by  an  Uncle  deceas’d.  Our  Gallant  pre- 
fehtly  with  much  difdain  feern’d  to  flight  all  thoughts  of 
her  Fortune,  for  that,  he  thank’d  Heav’n,  he  wanted 
not- ;  and  truly  her  dear  Perfon  was  the-only  coAfidera- 
tiori  that  had  fix’d  his  Heart  intrreiy  her  Captive.  To  • 
bring  him  to  the  happy  point,  48  hours  are  not  path, 

before  he  comes  to  reap  the  fair  Fruit.  Tiife  rinfoiage- 

n  l-rririf’ 
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knot  is  tied,  and  the  Nuptials  confummated  ,  and  Joy 
and  Felicity  runs  high  between  them. 

In  this  happy  State,  and  uninterrupted  Delights,  they 
continued  fome  days,  when  of  a  fudden  his  old  Servant 
Tom ,  booted  and  fpurr’d,  comes  to  Ludlow ,  and  now ‘in 
a  little  higher  ftation  than  before,  in  the  garb  and  figure 
of  one  of  his  Bayliffs,  he  comes  poll  thus  far,  firfl:  to  tell 
him  the  Diftradtion  of  his  Family  occafion’d  byhisab- 
fenfe ;  2dly,The  Lady  his  Sifters  hidden  departure,  God 
knows  whither, for  file  went  away  by  night  two  days  be¬ 
fore  he  let  out  from  home,  and  has  not  been  heard  of 
fince.  And  that  a  Letter  was  come  from  Briftol \  intima¬ 
ting  that  his  Venture  in  Sherry  was  fafely  landed  there, 
and  that  the  KingsCuftoms  came  to  97  /.  but  his  Corre- 
fponden't  at  Brijlol  being  lately  dead, the  Cuftom  wa s  yet 
unfatisfied  ;  and  truly  for  his  part  none  of  the  Tenants 
would  pay  him  one  Groat  till  they  faw  their  Lanlord  a- 
gain,  and  therefore  he  could  not  raife  the  Money  to  fa- 
tisfy  it.  Our  new  Bridegroom  hearing  all  this,  prefently 
communicates  the  whole  matter  to  his  fweet  Bedfellow, 
defining  her  to  get  her  Father  to  accommodate  him  with 
that  Sum  ;  not  that  he  ask’d  it  as  any  part  of  her  Unkle  s 
Legacy, he  fcorned  to  be  fo  poor-fpirited;  no, he  requeued 
it  as  a  Boon, and  the  Monies  fbould  fpeedily  be  repaid  with 
Thanks :  Which  if  he  pleas’d  to  do  for  him,  his  Servant 
fliould  fall  down  the  Severn ,  and  take  care  of  his  Wines, 
of  which  his  dear  Father-in-law  fliould  have  one  Hogs¬ 
head  to  drink  to  her  Hans  in  Keldar.  The  Daughter  was 
a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  Embaftadrefs,  for  the  Money  was 
prefently  laid  him  down  in  Gold,  for  the  more  eafe  of  his 
Servant’s  carriage  of  [t.Tom  had  not  been  two  hours  gone, 
but  a  Footboy  in  a  very  fine  Livery  brings  him  a  Letter 
from  his  Sifter,  fignifying  her  extreme  Concern  for  his 
deferting  his  Affairs  and  Family,  and  that  her  Griefs  and 
Difquiets  had  made  her  take  a  long  Ramble  to  fee  him 
once  more.  And  that  £he  was  now  at  Hereford ,  not  da- 
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ring  to  approach  any  nearer  till  ffie  had  his  gracious  War¬ 
rant  and  Permiffion,  which  (he  humbly  upon  her  bended 
Knees  intreated  of  him, with  a  great  deal  more  paffionate 
Courtfhip  to  him  upon  thatSubje<2:.  Upon  perufal  of  this 
Letter  he  feem’d  to  melt  into  a  great  deal  of  good  nature 
and  companion  for  his  dear  Sifter,  infomuch  that  a  Tear 
flood  in  his  Eyes  which  his  fweet  Bride  very  kindly 
drank  in  a  kifs.At  length  launching  out  into  a  great  many 
tender  Expreffions  towards  his  Sifter, whichGooaneis  his 
kind  Bride  much  applauded  and  encouraged,  throwing 
in  many  a  kind  word  in  her  Sifters  behalf ;  At  laft  the 
Brother  concluded  he  would  be  fo  civil  to  her,  that 
fince  her  extravagant  Affetftion  had  brought  her  thus 
far  to  vifit  him ,  he  would  return  her  the  Favour  of 
Riding  himfelf  to  Hereford  to  fetch  her,  if  his  Hind  Fa¬ 
ther  would  procure  him  a  Horfe.  Ay,  with  ah  his  hear r. 
Nav,  both  Father  and  Daughter  proffer  d  to  take  the 
fame  Journey  with  him  to  pay  their  Refpetfts  to  the 
voungLady,  and  attend  upon  her  as  part  of  her  Train 
to  Ludlow.  No, by  no  means,  replied  our  Spark;  that  was 
more  than  the  Rules  of  Honour  would  allow  s  for  his 
dear  Bride,  as  his  Wife,  was  a  Perfon  m  Quality  above 
her  and  whatever  Kindnefles  fhe  pleafed  to  fhovv  her 
when  at  Ludlow,  was  in  her  free  Power  ;  but  this  com- 
plaifance  was  too  great  a  Condefcenffon,  and  confequent- 
lv  he  beg’d  her  leave  that  the  tendernefs  he  had  of  her 
Honour  might  abfolutely  forbid  her  any  fuch  thought. 
And  indeed  his  Father’s  was  much  the  fame  Conde- 
feention,  which  he  muft  likewife  no  way  fuffer. 

The  Father  and  Daughter  both  filenced  with  this  An- 
fwer,  acquiefced  with  his  Reafons,  as  being  muc  a 
more  experienced  Mafter  of  Ceremonies  than  they  could 
nretend  to  *  confenting  to  let  him  go  alone  on  y  attend¬ 
ed  bv  the  Sifter’s  Page  ;  in  the  mean  while  refolving  to 
apply  their  officious  Refpeds  to  this  fair,  tho  yet  un¬ 
known  Relation  another  way,  -viz.  in  making  a  fmtable 
preparation  for  her  honourable  Reception.  But  firft  § 
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very  flarely  Horfe  was  borrow’d,  one  that  a  Collonel  of 
the  Guards  had  lately  bid  a  lumping  Sum  for  ;  with  all 
Accoutrements  an'werable.  And  at  mounting  our  Ca¬ 
valier  whifpering  in  his  Father’s  ear  ,  and  tefling  him 
he  had  been  long  trom  home,  and  not  knowing  whether 
his  remaining  Stock  might  hold  out  to  his  prefent  Oc- 

cafions,  hedefired - The  Father  would  not  hear  out 

the  Speech, but  running  up  flairs  prefently, fetch’d  down 
and  Itole  into  his  hand  a  filk  Purfe  richly  lined  with 
Twenty  Broad  Pieces. 

OurSquire  thusevery  way  obliged, after  hisdue  Con¬ 
ges  all  made,  bids  them  all  larewel  till  to  morrow,  and 
io  prances  offHere  let  us  leave  the  Father  and  Daughter, 
as  bufy  for  the  Credit  ol  the  Caufe,  as  may  be  imagined, 
making  all  fuitable  Provifion  for  to  morrow’s  Entertain¬ 
ment ;  the  Kitchin,  and  Pantry,  the  Bed-Chamber  and 

the  Court-Cubboard,  muft  all  appear  in  Splendour  ex¬ 
traordinary. 

And  now  to  return  to  ourTraveller:  Heaven  knows  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  mifs  his  way,  for  he  never  found 

Hereford ,  nor  Sifter.  His  Barb  too  found  another  Chap¬ 
man  than  the  Collonel  of  the  Guards ;  for  both  Horfe 
and  Accoutrements  all  embargoed,  and  the  demounted 
Cavalier  flipt  into  a  Frize-Coat  of  his  Man  Toms  provi¬ 
ding,  who  waited  his  coming,  The  Mafler,  Page,  and 
om,  in  a  fmall  prepared  Veflel,  troul’d  down  the  Se¬ 
vern  as  fall  as  Tide  and  good  Speed  could  carry  them. 

As  we  thunder’d  down  the  Severue, one  of  our  Strollers 
being  at  prefent  ufeleis,  our  Page  (well  rewarded  for 
playing  his  part  in  the  Farfe )  is  dropt  at  Worcefier  from 
whence  we  continue  our  Voyage  to Briflol.  Arrived  there 
pretty  late  in  a  Summers  Evening,  ’tis  not  thought  con¬ 
venient  to  appear  in  any  Drefs  whatever  had  been  feen 
before  at  Ludlow,  nor  indeed  to  expofe  his.  Face,  left  any 
Inquiry  might  be  made  there  about  him  as  a  Sherrv- 
Merchant  and  fo  trunking  up  all  his  bell  Rayment,  he 
gets  himfelf  ne w  rigged  at  a  Salesmans  in  a  genteel  Garb# 
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but  fomething  modeller  than  his  Ludlow  Bravery,  and 
Tom  and  he  next  morning  move  off  to  Bath, 

It  fortunes  here,  that  fie  Quarters  at  one  of  the  great 
Inns, it  being  the  beginning  of  the  Summer,  juft  before 
Bath  time,  where  was  a  brisk  Daughter  of  the  houfe, about 
half  way  ftage  between  20  and  .30.  and  confequently 
much  inclinable  man  wards.  A  Girl  that  had  had  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  many  a  flap  crofs  the  Mouth,  and  chuck  under 
the  Chin  by  Lords  and  Earls  ut  her  time,  her  Fathers  ho* 
nourable  Guefts  at  Bath  feafo^Our  moil  conftant  Lover 
of  every  new  face, feels  the  obi  Itch  again.Bufioefs  he  finds 
will  thicken  upon  him,  and  t  aercfhre  Audit  with  his  late 
Succeffes,  he  refolves  to  throw  out  his  winning  hand  as 


far  as  it  will  run. 
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But  now  to  know  what  Portion  this  Damfel  had,  for 
without  a  fpill  of  yellow  Boys,  naked  White  and  Red  has 
but  indifferent  Charms  with  him.  This  Intelligence  was. 
quickly  made, without  asking  the  queftion;  for.  there  was 
a  Jeft  in  the  Family  of  one  of  the  Drawers  being  Suitor 
therev  who  belike  wanted  a  tite  fum  of  80  /.  to  fet  up 
withal  (a  fmall  Portion  of  hers  formerly  left  her  by  a 
Grandfather, and  now  atufe.)  This  Drawer  forfooth  was 
a  Rival,  but  not  an  over*  formidable  one.  For  truly  our 
Inn-keepers  Daughter  had  fo  often  been  tickled  with  the 
Addreftes  of  Quality,  that  (Foh !]  her  Fathers  Drawer 
was  fcarce  Worthy  to  hold  up  her  Train.  A  Gentleman, 
or  nothing  for  her.  Nay,  if  die  has  not  the  happinefs  to 
ftrike  in  for  a  Leafe  for  Life  at  Bed  and  Board  with  feme 
honourable  Perfon,  rather  than  dye  in  ignorance,  keep  a 
dale  Maiden-head,  and  fo  lead  Apes ,  die' has  long  fmee 
refolded  not  to  ftand  out  at  a  lower  game, and  cn’e  admit 
a  Tenant  at  Will  to  an  Inmate  of  Fadiion  and  Quality  ; 
and  was  grcfly  fufpebted  die  had  tr.ed  the  Conftitution 
of  her  Body,  under  a  load  of  Honour  long  before  her 
prefentyear  of  twenty  five.  But  true  or  falfe,  that’s  a 
fmall  Blot  in  hervScutchion.  . 

Our  Don  John  is  abfolutely  captiyated ,  and  plies  her 
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home  with  all  the  Rhetorick  that  Love  can  afford.  Our 
man  Tom  in  the  mean  while, but  very  modeftly,is  whifper- 
irig  amongft  his  Mates, the  lower  Tire  of  the  Family, the 
Servants,  what  a  Worthy  Gentleman  his  Mafter  is,  be¬ 
ing  a  Rich  Norfolk  Gentleman(a  pretty  large  ftride  from 
Bathe)  of  fooayear.  This  Narrative  pafles  pretty  well 
amongft  the  fhallower  pates,  the  Chamberlain, the  Tap- 
fter,  theHofller,  and  the  reft  of  the  inferior  Domefticks; 
but  our  hardfaith’d  young  Miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  whither 
bit  before,  or  naturally  not  over-credulous,  does  as  good 
as  declare,  That  her  Principles  are  to  look  before  fhe 
leaps.  Our  Norfolk  Suitor  finds  his  Addrefies  very  ac¬ 
ceptable,  but  (till  with  a  referve,  Provided  he  be  the 
Man  he  appears.  He  plainly  fees,  that  the  Girl,  upon 
good  Grounds  is  very  pliable,  but  (he’s  a  little  pad 
the  years  of  being  dandled  and  kiftoutof  herReafon: 
He  or  any  manelfe  (any  Tooth  good  Barber)  with  Ho: 
nour  and  Eftate  may  go  far  with  her ;  but  Demonftra- 
tion  is  the  only  Argument  that  mult  carry  her  Caufe. 
As  many  years  as  lhe  has  lived  (or  at  lead  paft  for)  a 
Maid,  lhe  is  not  fo  hard  fet,  but  lhe  can  tarry  till  Sub- 
ftantial  Teftimony  (as  far  off  as  Norfolk  lies)  can  make 
out  the  Lands  and  Tenements,  before  lheconfents  to  an 
Inclofure.  Our  Spark  therefore  put  to  his  laft  Trumps, 
finds  this  laft  a  craggier  and  more  difficult  Enterprize 
than  any  he  had  ever  yet  encountred  ;  however , 
thinking  it  a  very  great  fcandal  to  his  Wit,  to  lie  down 
before  her,  and  fhamefully  for  want  of  Ammunition, 
be  forced  to  raife  the  Siege,  he  fets  all  his  Brains  at 
work  for  one  laft  Mine  to  blow  her  up  ;  or  if  that  take 
not,  he  is  refolved  to  quit  the  Field.  In  a  day  or  two 
after,  he  begins  to  be  Melancholly  and  indifpofedjduring 
this  fit,  he  is  very  cold  in  his  Love,  and  applies  him  to 
Religious  Books,  talks  much  of  very  odd  Dreams  he  has 
had, "till  at  laft  he  takes  his  Bed.  Phyfitians  are  fent  for, 
whether  they  found  any  real  indications  of  ficknefs  or 
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no,  or  acquiefced  to  his  own  Declaration  of  the  Pains 
he  felt,  no  Medicinal  Application  was  wanting.  His 
Diftemper  increafing,  he  defires  a  Man  of  Law  to  be 
fent  for,  accordingly  a  Scrivener  of  the  Town  is  called, 
who  draws  up  his  Will,  in  which  he  gives  away  about 
ThreeThoufand  pounds  in  feveral  Legacies,  leaving  his 
Nephew  his  full  and  foie  Executor.The  Will  is  fealed  up, 
and  delivered  to  his  Man  Tom  $  and  all  the  cognizance 
taken  of  his  Miftrefs,  is  only  io  /.  to  buy  her  Mourning. 
Next  a  Man  of  God  is  fent  for,  and  all  the  neceflary  pre¬ 
parations  for  a  Man  of  another  World  are  made.  His 
Confcience  fetled,  and  his  Viaticum  for  his  long  Journey 
moft  devoutly  furnifht.  But  it  pleafes  Fate,  or  the  Sick 
man  rather,  in  fome  few  days  after,  to  give  fome  fmall 
fymptoms  of  amendment,  and  to  Ihorten  the  matter,  in 
Eight  or  Ten  days  time  he  is  pretty  well  recovered,  and 
the  next  talk  is  of  fancying  his  own  Native  Norfolk  Air 
for  perfe&ing  his  Health ;  all  this  while  the  young  Dam- 
fel,  who,  tho  not  call'd  to  the  Will-making,  knew  all  the 
Contents  of  it, and  finding  from  all  hands,  the  great  up- 
rightnefs  and  devotion  of  her  humble  Servant,  could 
not  fancy  that  fo  much  Religion  and  Piety  .could  be  an 
Impoflor,  and  therefore  fhe  doubted  not  in  the  Jeaft,  but 
the  Eftate  in  Norfolk  was  unqueftionable  ,*  and  tho  in¬ 
deed  her  Prudence  would  ftill  incline  her  to  a  full  inqui¬ 
ry  and  fatis  factory  account,yet  ’tis  now  too  late, her  cool' 
ingAdmirer  talks  of  fpeeding  to  London*,  and  tho  he  pro- 
fefles  he  will  leave  his  heart  behind  with  her,  She  is  a- 
fraid  that  new  Faces  and  better  Fortunes  will  foon  fhake 

*  ,  *  \  i 

her  hold  there,  and  therefore  taking  her  Pillow  upon  the 
bufinefs,  Ihe  refolves  not  to  flip  fo  favourable  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  but  to  lay  hold  of  the  forelock,  and  take  a  good! 
offer  whilfl:  Ihe  tnay  have  it  :  For  with  all  her  natural; 
Pride,  fhe  confiders  her  felf  but  the  Lees  of  a  Tap  ;  and 
'tis  not  every  Rich  Gudgeon  will  bite  at  a  Bait  fo  blown, 
and  fo  ftale.  - 

Her 
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Her  departing  Lover  flill  prefling  for  his  Journey,  the 
good-natur’d  Girl  watches  the  next  amorous  fally  of  her 
Gallant,  and  takes  him  at  his  word,  and  without  asking 
advice,  thinks  her  own  wit  fuffxcient,  and  in  two  days 
time  enters  into  for  letter,  for  ivorfe.  The  Town-Bells 
Toon  rung  All  Joy  ;  and  the  beft  Hoglhead  in  Daddy’s 
Cellar  run  Claret.  His  Honourable  Gueft  and  Son  in* 
Law  was  the  little  Idol  of  all  the  Virgins  of  the  Town, 
and  the  envied  preferment  of  fweet  Mrs.  Betty  had  fill’d 
all  Tongues  ;  and  fcarce  a  Prayer  offered  up  for  a  Huf- 
band,  but  Mrs.  Betty's  felicity  w'as  made  the  Pattern  of 
their  Devotion. 

But  now, as  the  Devil  would  have  it, our  dignified  Bride 
is  for  having  her  Dear  Spoufe,  by  all  means,  doing  her 
and  her  Father  the  honour  of  flaying  out  the  whole 
Bathe  SeafonCnow  coming  on’arriongft  ’em, and  nothing 
can  divert  her  from  that  refolution.  This  is  a  very  un¬ 
welcome  propofal  ;  for  the  multitude  of  Faces  from  all 
quarters  of  the  Kingdom,  may  not  only  be  very  dan¬ 
gerous  to  his  circumftahcesjbut  likewife  his  Norfolk  Abir 
lities,  long  before  that  time,  may  be  examin’d  too  nar¬ 
rowly  •  and  therefore  not  being  able  to  make  any  ha.rfh 
refufalof  his  fair  Brides  requefl,  leftitlhould  look  like 
defign,  and  to  marry  a  young  Girl,  and  be  afhamed  of 
her  parentage,  would  appear  fo  unkind, that  he  has  no  Ar¬ 
tifice  to  w’,ean  her  from  Bathe  l and  drill  her  out  of  Town, 
but  by  pretending  a  fmail  rclapfe  of  his  Iridifpofition, 
which  he  ai^ed  fo  well,  that  he  denied  himtelf  the  very 
pleasures  of  Love,  and  fell  off  even  from  Family-Duties. 
This  Curtain-failure  began  to  moderate  her  paflion  for 
flaying  at  Bathe ,  for  her  tame  Bedfellow'  flill  preaching 
up  the  virtues,  of  his  own  Native  Norfolk  Air,  his  poor 
defeated  Bride  could  not  but  have  a  womanly  longing 
for  fo  n.eceflary  a  Heftoratiye,  and  thereupon  for  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  Medicine  to  her  feeble  Yokemate, fhe  confent- 
ed  to  go  along  with  him. 
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AD  her  fine  Cloaths  were  Boxed  up,  together  with  fe¬ 
ver  al  Bed  and  Table-Linnen,  &c.  (  for  Ihe  had  pretty 
good  Moveables,  all  the  Legacies  of  Deceafed  Aunts  and 
Grannies,  and  other  good  Kin  )  and  all  fent  by  her  Man 
Tom  to  the  Carriers,  and  two  days  after  places  took  in 
the  flying  Coach  for  their  fpeeding  to  London. 

But  one  main  thing  was  almoft  forgotten.  She  had 
call'd  in  her  Portion,  which  foraGuinies  Gratification  the 
Scrivener  had  ready  at  an  Hours  warning,  having  at  that 
time  lome  other  peoples  Money  by  him  undifpofed,  and 
hers  being  out  upon  Mortgage,  the  Owners  were  very 
well  pleas'd  to  make  an  Exchange  upon  the  fame  iecurity. 
This  Money  was  not  to  be  truiled  by  the  Waggon,  but 
to  be  carryed  up  with  her  in  the  Coach  box,  for  which 
her  Mm  Tom  beg’d  her  acceptance  of  a  little  Gilt  leather’d 
Trunk  that  happen'd  to  be  juft  frnall  enough  to  go  into  the 
Coach-box.  The  Day  of  fetting  out  being  the  Morrow, 
her  thoughtful  Spoufe  had  nicely  confider’d  that  the  Coach 
would  be  in  London  half  a  day  before  the  Carrier,  which 
for  fome  Reafons  you’ll  find  in  thefequei  was  not  altoge¬ 
ther  for  his  convenience,  and  therefore  he  made  a  fhifc  to 
put  off  the  Journey  till  next  Coach-day. 

Again!!  that  time  the  Gilt-leafher’d  Trunk, and  the  Key  to 
it  was  deliver’d  her,(tho’  by  theby  he  had  got  two  Keys) 
and  the  80  /.  forne  Broad  pieces,  a  Caudle-Cup,  half  a 
dozen  of  Silver  Spoons,  and  fome  other  Toys  were  all 
flowed  in  it;  and  the  Kind  Couple  are  trundling  away  for 
London ,  with  the  Man  well  mounted  riding  by. 

Now  as  a  Mm  of  his  Eftate,  he  had  freely  given  her  all 
her  own  Portion,  a  fmall  Privy  Purfeto  buy  her  Pins  with, 
having  Mirryed  her  only  for  Beauty,  and  much  difdain- 
ing  the  addition  of  fo  fmall  a  fum  to  his  plentiful  Fortune. 
The  firft  ftage  being  done  ( for  they  had  but  one  Night  to 
lye  by  the  way  )  the  fmall  Cabinet  of  Treafure  was  care- 
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fully  taken  out  of  the  Coach,  and  lodged  in  a  Clofet  in  the 
Chamber,  and  next  Morning  deliver’d  to  Tom  to  fee  fafely 
laid  in  the  Coich  box  as  before. 

The  next  Night  arriving  both  at  London,  ( whither  Tom 
about  Brenford  was  commanded  by  his  Matter  to  fpeed 
a  Kttle  before  to  prepare  for  their  Reception  )  a  very  fair 
Lodging  near  St.  James’s  was  ready  to  entertain  her,  but 
no  Tom  had  beenthere;  and  coming  to  open  the  Trunk, 
inttcad  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Entrayls  there  was  no¬ 
thing  but  a  bag  of  Stones,  and  a  piece  of  a  Brickbat  to  flip- 
ply  their  places,  enclofed  in  a  few  Rags  that  fluft  up  the 
Trunk.  This  amazing  fight  threw  the  poor  Lady  into  a 
moft  violent  Difiratttion,  and  'twas  very  hard  to  hold  her 
from  falling  intoaFit,  her  Husband  feeming  as  much  a- 
mazed  as  her  felf,  and  joining  in  the  complaint  as  loud  as 
fhe  But  to  abate  her  Rage,  he  told  her  the  wicked  Rogue 
fliould  not  fo  fcape,  he  had  very  futticient  fecurity  from  a- 
ble  Friends  for  his  honeft  and  faithful  fervice,  and  their 
Furfts  fliould  make  her  Reparation,  till  when  the  Lofs 
fliould  be  made  up  out  ofhis  own  Pocket.  Nor  would  he 
fleep  till  he  had  made  her  fome  farther  fatisfatttion,  and 
therefore  beg’d  her  Excufe%b  ut  for  one  half  Hour  till  he 
took  Coach,  and  made  that  fearchand  queft  that  perhaps 
would  bring  her  fome  confiderable  L  ght  into  the  Villany. 
Her  Zeal  for  her  Lofs  never  look’d  any  farther,  and 
accordingly  well  pleas'd  with  the  Kind  Motion,  fhe  took 
leave  of  him  for  the  half  Hour  aforefaid. 

But,  alas,  a  long  half  Hour,  for  halfthe  Evening,  nay 
the  whole  Night  was  gone,  and  neither  Man  nor  Mafier 
to  be  heard  of  So  Husband  and  Portion  all  departed, 
fhe  thought  fit  to  fecure  her  Goods  and  Cloaths  at  the  Car¬ 
riers,  but  the  fame  Calamity  attended  there  likewife,  for 
Tom  had  been  there  too,  and  fwept  all. 


To 
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To  defcrite  the  Dift  refs  and  Anguifh  of  our  prefent  Fe- 
male  Sufferer,  or  either  of  her  two  foregoing  Sifters  in  Af- 
fli&ion  being  a  work  beyond  our  power,  we  fhall  e’nedo 
as  the  Painter  did  of  old,  that  is,  draw  a  Vail  before  the 
Face  of  forrow,  the  Lineaments  of  true  Grief  being  above 
the  Pen  or  Pencils  skill. 

And  now  to  fol'ow  our  Libertine  through  all  his  Ram- 
bles  and  Exploits  in  this  wide  Town  ofL ondon,  (  for  there 
lyes  his  next  Scene  )  being  matter  we  have  not  yet  fully 
been  inform’d  in,  we  dare  not  venture  to  play  the  Hilton- 
an  any  farther  than  certain  Inielligence  (  which  yet  we 
have  not  .received)  can  guide  us,  being  resolved  not  to 
load  our  Rambles  with  Romance  or  Fidtion,  his  Lire  be¬ 
ing  furnilht  with  matter  fufficiently  voluminous  without 

tie  addition  of  Flourifli  or  Fancy. 

Let  it  fuffice  that  fome  time  after  all  thefe  three  fuc- 
ceffive  Adventures,  the  poor  Ludlow  Wife  comes  up  to 
London  being  the  laft  place  flie  has  to  make  her  queft  af¬ 
ter  thUlmpoftor  and  Monfter,  for  thole  are  the  gentleft 
Names  her  Sufferings  and  Refentments  can  give  him.  She 
has  a  great  Opinion  that  Newgate  or  Newgate  Roll  or 
fome  other  fuch  Chronicles  of  his  Renown  will  give  her 
fome  light  into  his  Life  and  Fortune,  and  perhaps  the  Ju- 
flice  of  Heaven  afford  her  a  fight  of  him  at  lead,  if  not  a 
jx>w;er  to  execute  Heavens  and  her  juft  \  engeance  on  fo 

eglH?r°Tnn  befngbaate/*/^r»  Bridge,  Ihe  lights  into  the 
Company  of  a  good  Motherly  Woman  juft  come  from 
OxfordlhL ;  the  forrow  in  fo  young  a  Face,  and  thefwoln 
F\es  which  were  not  yet  dryed,  the  Fountain  being  in¬ 
deed  inexhauftible,  the  Cunof.ty  of  the  Elder  Traveller  • 
made  bold  to  ask  her  the  caufe  of  fo  doleful  a  look,  to 
The  vouni^  one  (who  now  had  no  Referves)  piainiy  told 
her  whoUtufaings,  to  which  the  Matron  replyed^  Alas 


(•28  ) 

young  Woman,  what  are  your  griefs  to  mine  ?  I  have 
been  many  years  the  Wife  of  the  moft  Infamous  Mif- 
creant  that  the  Earth  ever  bore  ,•  deferred  and  abandoned 
by  the  wickedeit  of  Men,  after  long  years  oi  Honeft  and 
Loyal  Fidelity  to  his  Bed,  and  expoied  to  petifh  (  which 
you,  thanks  to  able  Friends,  need  net  fear)  £? c.  with  a  great 
deal  more  bitter  Jnvedives  again  ft  him.  Till  at  laft  upon 
further  conferring  of  Notes,  and  deferibing  of  Characters 
and  Pcrfons  they  came  to  jump  together,  and  found  ’em- 
felves  both  abufed  by  the  very  fame  Monfter,  the  eldeft 
being  indeed  his  old  Banbury  Wile.  What  Amazement 
this  Accident  produced  may  eafily  be  conje&ured,  it  will 
be  enough  to  tell  you  that  the  Anguifh  of  both  their  Souls, 
and  the  bitternefs  of  Gall  on  each  fide  made  'em  Swear  an 
inviolable Friendfhip,  determining  to  fearch  ( if  pofftble  ) 
the  whole  World,  to  hunt  down  this  Devil.  Accordingly 
they  take  a  Lodging  a  little  higher  in  Hollow ,  where 
making  no  fecret  of  both  their  hard  cafes,  they  open  their 
whole  Souls  to  their  new  Landlady  to  engage  her  afli ft* 
ance  in  the  Quarrel.  The  Landlady  Tranfported  at  both 
their  Narrations  fell  upon  her  Knees,  and  bleft  God  he 
hadfenc  ’em  toiler  Houfe,  for  this  Lucifer  they  had  de¬ 
ferred,  was  certainly  the  very  Man  that  next  Week  was 
to  Marry  her  Daughter.  1  his  furprize  put  'em  all  into 
new  Ccnfufion,  and  the  Daughter  being  called  to  the 
Council,  it  was  evident  that  this  very  Fellow  had  made 
Love  to  the  Daughter  of  the  Houle,  the  day  of  Marriage 
concluded,  the  Ring  and  Wedding  Cloaths  preparing,  tic. 
This  laft  Deliverance  made  the  poor  old  Woman,  and  the 
Daughter  no  lefs,  melt  into  Tears  at  this  happy  Difco- 
very. 

Well,  tis  agreed  Lctween  ’em  all,  that  they  fhal!  not 
flir  till  becomes  thither,  which  will  be  in  twenty  four 
Hours  at  moft  ;  and  all  their  united  Vengeance,  Confia. 

bles, 
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ble$,#  Warrants,  and  what  not,  (hall  be  prepar’d  for  his  Re¬ 
ception. 

This  Resolution  was  heartily  fix'd  among#  'em  $  only  the 
Banbury  Wife  would  that  Evening  take  a  walk  to  a  Cozens,  a 
Citizen,  where  fhe  had  fome  important  Affairs,  but  nothing 
Should  (lay  her  abroad  above  an  Hour  *  (he  had  not  walk’d  half 
a  Furlong  but  Defiiny  or  fome  other  ruling  Power  threw  her 
full  in  the  Mouth  of  her  Husband  $  her  Fafiion  at  fight  of  him 
rofe  fo  high,  that  at  firft  it  could  not  find  vent  for  words,  which 
he  perceiving  defired  her  to  walk  into  a  Tavern  which  was  juft 
before ’em,  and  there  recover  her  Confufion  You  maycon- 
ceive  (he  was  very  ready  to  accept  the  Invitation,  her  Stomach 
being  fo  full,  that  ’twas  the  only  thing  fhe  wanted  to  have  her 
full  fwing  at  him.  The  Difcourfe  of  her  part  you  may  well 
guefs  at  ;  but  his  Anfvver  was  fo  tender,  and  his  Coafefiion  fo 
open,  that  at  laft  the  grew  patient  enough  to  hear  him  out.  He 
plainly  told  her  all  he  had  done,  or  at  lea#  the  greate#  part  : 
that  it  was  only  the  Effects  of  his  Wants  and  NeceTities,  that 
now  he  had  rais’d  enough  to  re  efiablilh  him  in  the  World, 
that  theHony  Moon  of  Love  had  been  almoft  over  between 
them,  and  that  if  he  had  mkde  any  Lapfe  in  Difloyalty  to  her 
Marriage  Right,  it  was  not  Infidelity  but  Intereft  that  had  en¬ 
forced  him  to  all*  And  fo  (howing  her  handfuls  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  he  humbly  intreated  a  Reconciliation  betwixt ,  ’em. 
Which  good  Words  and  Addrefs  at  lafi  fo  perfec^edly  obtain¬ 
ed,  that  he  perfwaded  her  to  fend  for  all  her  Hou  hold  Goods, 
and  to  live  with  him  fomewhere  in  the  Liberties  of  PVefiminfier^ 
where  difguifing  his  Name,  and  amending  his  Faults,  he 
doubted  not  through  his  pra&ice  to  recover  a  plentiful  Being, 
and  maintain  her  like  a  Woman. 

The  poor  Creature  abfolutely  mollified,  promifes  Fidelity 
to  him,  and  never  returning  to  her  new  Lodgings  takes  him 
along  with  her,  defeating  the  whole  Vengeance  that  was  hatch- 
ing  againft  him,  and  not  ftirring  from  him  rill  all  her  Goods 
were  come  -up  from  Banbury,  and  anew  Houfe  furnifht  with 
’em.  She  had  not  lived  there  three  days,  till  finding  a  Goffip- 
ing  Errand  for  her  to  keep  her  from  home  a  whole  day,  at  her 
Return  at  Night  to  Bed,  (lie  finds  neither  Husband  nor  Goods, 
Bed  to  lye,  or  Stool  to  fit  upon  5  the  whole  Houfe  being  ut¬ 
terly  - 
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terly  difmantled,  and  nothing  but  nakednefs  and  empty  Walls 

to  receive  her.  .  ,  ,  .  „  n  , 

This  laft  Cruelty  of  her  Barbarian  made  her  almoft  run  itark 

Mad*  and  returning  toiler  Holborn  Lodging  to  own  her  frailty 
in  believing  an  Infidel,  and  the  Juft  Judgment  that  had  befaln 
her  upon  it,  fiie  found  the  poor  Ludlow  Mourner  departed,  and 
all  her  Relief  left  was  to  return  to  Banbury  to  live  upon  the 

Alms  of  the  Parin'!.  t.t  , 

This  Libertine  Life  of  our  Renegade  did  not  long  continue 
till  found  at  laft  by  the  Ludlow  Wife  he  was  thrown  into  Wor¬ 
cester  Jail  >  from  thence  by  Habeas  Corpus  (  at  the  Charge  cfa 
Parlbn  in  Sou/  hwark^whofe  Daughter  he  had  likewile  Married ) 
removed  to  JVeipgate,8c  upon  an  Indictment  of  fix  Wives  appear¬ 
ing  againft  him,  being  then  Tryed  by  the  Name  of  Morrel  alias 
Bowytr  ( a  Name  of  a  Worthy  Perfon  of  Quality,  for  peric- 
nating  of  whom  he  had  flood  in  the  Pillory  )  he  pleaded  Guil¬ 
ty  to  thofe  fix  and  twelve  more,  and  thereby  received  only 
the  punifhment  of  a  Squeeze  in  the  Fift.  . 

AfterthisEfcapeofa  Halter,  what  his  following  Adven¬ 
tures  have  been  we  are  not  informed  •  tis  to  be  believed  his 
Will  was  no  ways  wanting,  though  his  power  of  managing  fuch 
hardy  Exploits  might  undoubtedly  be  a  little  retrencht  :  and 
therefore  we  have  reafon  to  conclude  he  fell  into  fmaller  Games, 
in  which  his  Walks  have  lain  fomething  more  obfcure,  and 
thereupon  by  reafon  of our  unacquaintance  with  the  Truth  ot 
that  part  of  his  Life,  we  (hall  over- leap  fome  years,  and  bring 
him  to  his  Conclulion. 

Some  few  days  before  Chriftmas  he  came  to  one  Mr.  Cullens  a 
Baker  in  the  Strand  to  feek  him  a  Lodging,  his  Habit  but  in¬ 
different,  and  his  Stock  not  above  Two  Shillings,  pretending 
himfelf  to  be  a  Perfon  of  Worth  and  Honour,  viz..  Humphrey 
Wickham  of  Swaclift  in  the  County  of  Oxon  Efq-,  a  Perfon  whofe 
Name  and  Reputation  was  well  know  n  to  Mrs.  Cullen ,  being 
Born  not  far  from  him,  which  contributed  much  to  the  (wal¬ 
lowing  of  the  Impofture.  His  pretence  for  leaving  his  Family 
in  the  Countrey,  and  living  here  Incognito  w^as  occafion’d  (  he 
faid )  to  avoid  the  payment  of  500 1  which  he  flood  engaged 
for,  and  for  which  the  principal  had  left  him  in  the  lurch  5 
and  which  he  had  made  a  ralh  Vow  he  would  not  pay. 
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Mr.  Cullen  s  Family  thus  impofed  upon  fupplied  all  his  wants, 
and  paid  him  the  due  Refpefts  to  the  Quality  he  Perforated, 
till  Falling  fick,  on  the  28ch  of  December  he  made  a  W  ill,  as 

follows. 

His  WILL. 

to  the  Same  of  OBoH,  *hncn.  /  Humphrey  Wickham  of 
1  S'.vatclift,  in  the  County  of  Oxon  Efqure  ■  bewg  fick 
in  Body ,  but  of  found  Mind  and  Memory ,  do  make  this  my  laft  WILL 
and  TESTAMENT,  revoking  all  Wills  by  me  formerly  made :  And 
as  touching  fuch  Worldly  Eft  Me  as  God  ha'h  been  pleafed  to blefs  me 
withal  I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  the  fame  in  manner  following. 

Imprimis,  I  do  give,  devife,  andbequeath,  to  my  Kwfman  Wli- 
liam  Wickham,  of  Gazington,  m  the  County  of  Oxon,  all  that 
my  Manfion  Houfe  of  Swaclifc  aforefaid ;  and  all  the  Lands  Tene¬ 
ments  and  Hereditaments  thereunto  belonging,  to  hold  unto  him  the 
[aid  William  Wickham,  and  his  Heirs  forever 

Item  I  &ve  andbequeath  unto  John  Cullin,  Son  of  i nomas 
Collin,  of  the  Parifli  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  m  the  County  of 
Middlefex  Baker,  all  that  my  impropriated  P erfonage  of  Sow  grate, 
in  the  County  of  Northampton,  with  the  Rents,  IJJues ,  and  Profits 

’‘‘["f  /  sm  ->»  Anne  Cnllin,  ty"  <f  *  fiU  John  Cullin, 

*  *  rad  Thomas 

mU » * 

of  Warwick,  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds  ...  D  •  f 

Item  1  give  unto  Richard  Davis,  Son  of  William  uavis  of 
the  f aid  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  the  Sum  of  Four  hundred 

F°  Vm  7  give  unto  William  Davis,  Son  of  the  [aid  William  Da, 
vis,  ‘he  Summ  of  Tito  ^redpounds 

A.’*?  ’vJS?S3t  a 

SaS’,  OnonC  **«»,  eU/w)iUSn. 

of  Five  hundred  Founds. a  I 


(?*)_ 

Item,  I  give  unto  the  faid  William  Croker,  the  Sum  of  Five 
hundred  Pounds. 

Item,  l  give  unto  Robert  Pennifton,  Son  of  Sir  Thomas  Pen- 
nifton,  and  younger  Brother  to  Sir  Farmalis  Penniftono/  Comhil'l, 
in  the  [aid  County  ofOxOU  the  Sum  of  Three  hundred  Bounds. 

Item,  I  give  unto  Mrs .  Jane  Pennifton,  Sifter  of  the  fa 
Robert  Penniflon,  the Summ  of  Two  hundred  Pounds* 

Item,  J  do  hereby  give .  devije ,  and  bequeath,  all  rny  Lauds ,  Tene¬ 
ment  s,  and  Her  edit  ament  s  vrb  at  foever,  called  by  the  name  of  Apple- 
rree  Ducy,  in  Cropridee,  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  unto 
John  Brooking  of  Rafhly,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  EJ quire ,  and 
the  [aid  William  Davis  fenior,  and  Thomas  Cullin  fenior,  and. 
the  Survivor  of  them ,  and  their  Heirs,  and  the  Survivor  of  them  upon 
Truft  and  Confidence  :  Neverth  left  .that  they  the  faid  John  Brook¬ 
ing,  William  Davis,  and  Thomas  Cullin,  JM  fell  and  difpefe  of 
the  fame',  and  out  of  the  Money  thereby  raifed,  pay ,  or  caufe  to  be. 
paid,  the  refipeSfive  Legacies  herein  before  bequeathed  unto  the  faid 

Anne  Cullin,  Thomas  Cullin  Junior, Dorothy  Halford,Richard 
Davis,  William  Davis  Junior,  and  Anne  Fowkes.  jfnd  whereas 
1  have  herein  before  bequeathed  unto  my  Kinfman  Will.  Wickham, 
and  his  Heirs ,  all  my  Manfion-houfe  at  Swacklift  afore  faid, with  the 
I  and s ,  Tenements ,  and  Hereditaments  thereunto  belonging  •,  my  true 
IVtll  and  Meaning  is,  That  the  fame  Devife  is  upon  this  fpecial  Truft 
and  Confidence ,  That  the  faid  William  Wickham  jhall  pay ,  or 
caufe  to  be  paid ,  the  fever al  Legacies  herein  before  bequeathed  unto 
the  faid  Rob.  Croker,  and  Will.  Croker,  Robert  Pennifton,  and 
Jane  Pennifton  j  and  a[fo  pay  and  discharge  one  Bond  for  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  Sum  of  five  hundred  pounds ,  with  Jrtereft,  which  I  became  bound 
for  with  Thomas  Walker,  to  one  Thomas  Irons,  any  thing  herein 
before  contained ,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding  j 
and  afo  that  he  the  faid  William  Wickham,  fhall  out  of  his  Le¬ 
gacy,  and  Lands,  and  Premifes  afore  faid \  to  him  devife  d,  pay,  or 
caufe  to  be  paid  unto  my  Executors  hereafter  'named,  the  Sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds 3  to  be  by  them  beftowed,  diftributed ,  or  employed  for 
the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  Boor  of  the  Parijh  of  Swacklift  aforefaid, 
in  fuch  manner  as  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them  Jltall  thinkjit  and 
convenient. 

Item,  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  faid  John  Brooking  out  of  the 
Moneys  that  fhall  be  raifed  of  the  Sale  of  the  faid  Lands  and  Tene¬ 
ments, 
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mtnts,  called  Apple  tree  Ducy  afore  faid,  the  Summ  of  Five  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds :  And  all  the  reft  and  refidue  of  the  Moneys  that  fhaR 
be  thereby  raifed ,  1  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  faid  Wil¬ 
liam  Davies  Senior ,  and  Thomas  Cullin  to  be  equally  di¬ 

vided  between  them  and  the  Survivor  of  them. 

Iiein,  l  give  and  bequeath  unto  Alice  Cullin,  Wife  of  the  [aid 
Thomas  Cullin  Senior ,  the  Sum  of  Six  hundred  Pounds  to  her  own 
proper  Ufe  and  DifpofM. 

Item,  l give  and  bequeath  in  like  manner  the  Sum  of  Six  huadred 
Pounds  unto  Jane  Davis,  theWife  of  the  faid  William  Davis, 

Item,  I  give  unto  the  faid  Robert  Croker  W  Will.  Crokef, 
the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds  a  piece  to  buy  them  Mourning  :  and  aljb  to 
each  of  them  a  Ring  of  Twelve  Shillings . 

Item,  I  give  unto  Jane  Croker  and  Mary  Croker  and  alfi  to 
the  faid  Robert  Penniftou,  and  Jane  Pennifton,  and  all  other  my 
Legates  herein  before  mentioned,  and  to  every  of  them  the  Sum  of  Ten 
Pounds  a  piece  to  buy  them  Mournings  and  a  Ring  of  Twelve  Shil¬ 
lings. 

Item,  Whereas  I  have  the  Sum  of  Seven  hundred  Pounds  lying  at 
Inter  eft  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ambrofe  Holbitch,  m  the  name  of 
Oliver  Charles,  my  Servant ,  I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  the 
fame  to  and  amongftmy  Four  Servants,  Oliver  Charles,  John  Har¬ 
der,  Sarah  Winn,  and  Margery  Smith,  and  the  Survivor  of 
them ,  to  be  equally  divided  amongft  them,  Jhare  and  (hare  alike . 

Item,  l  give  and  bequeath  my  Three  Geldings,  and  all  my  Accou¬ 
trements  belongingto  them  unto  the  faid  John  Brookeing,  Wil¬ 
liam  Davis  Senior,  and  Thomas  Cullin,  Senior,  viz.  my  Bright 
Bay  Gelding  to  the  faid  Thomas  .Cullin,  and  my  Black  Gelding  to 
the  faid  William  Davis,  and  my  Dapple-grey  Gelding  to  the  faid 
John  Brookeing-  All  the  Arrears  of  Rem  in  my  Tenants  Hands 
at  the  time  of  my  Deceafe  l  do  hereby  freely  acquit  and  difcharge . 
And  all  the  reft  and  Refidue  of  my  Per  final  Eft  at  e,  not  hereinbefore 
devifed ,  after  my  Debts ,  Legacies  and  Funeral  Expences ,  paid  and 
difcharged ,  l  do  hereby-  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  fatd  Kinfman 

William  Wickham. 

And,  laftly,  I  do  hereby  nominate,  con ftit at e  aud  appoint  the  faid 

William  Wickham,  John  Brooking,  William  Davis  fenior,^ 
Thomas  Cullin  fenior,  Executors  of  this  my  Will  5  hereby  revoking 
and  making  v  id  all  other, and  former  Wig  or  Wills  by  me  made, 

G  In 
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•  * 

In  Witnefs  whereof  I  thefaid  Humphrey  Wickham  have  to  this 
my  U/l  Will,  containing  one  fide  of  a  Sheet  of  Payer,  4nd  almofi  half 
the  back,  thereof,  fet  my  Hand  and  Seal  this  Twentieth  day  of  De- 

cemb.  Anno  Dom.  1691.  Humphrey  Wickham. 

Signed,  Sealed,  Publijhcdand  Declared  in  the  prefence  of  us,  with 
the  words  (Will.  Wickham)  being  firfi  interlined ,  Rob.  Smith 
Jo.  Chapman,  Rich.  Chapman,  Mart.  Pine  lard. 


I,  the  above-named  Humphrey  Wickham,  having  Omitted  oat  of 
my  Will  above-mentioned,  the  Difpofition  of  my  Efiate  in  Huncing- 
tonflure,  do  hereby  make  this  Addition  to,  and  pan  of  my  ft  id  W til 
in  manner  following  :  1  give  and  bequeath  all  my  Lands,  Tenements 
and  Hereditaments,  called  PryorO  Farm,  and  all  other  my  Efiate  in 
Holly- well  and  Needingworth,«w«  the  above-named  John  Brook¬ 
ing,  William  Davis  lenior,  and  Tho.  Cullin  fenior,  and  the  Sur¬ 
vivor  oft  hem, and  their  Heirs,  and  the  Heirs  of  the  Survivor  of  them 
under  this  fpecialTntfi  and  Confidence,  that  the  faid  Jo.  Brooking’ 
William  Davis,  and  Thomas  Cullin,  fall  fell  and  difpfe  of  the 
Jame  =,  and  out  of  the  Moneys  thereby  raifed,  pay,  or  cauje  to  be  paid 
the  refpettive  Legacies  hereafter  named-,  viz.  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  Humphrey  Longford  thefumof  fix  hundred  pounds,  and  to  his 
Sifter  Mary  Longford  the  like  fum  of  fix  hundred  pounds. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  faid  Tho-  Cullin  Sen.  the 
further  Sum  of  800  1.  and  all  the  Remainder  of  the  Moneys  thereby 
ra  fed,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  faid  Will  Davis  Sen.  and 
Jane  his  Wife,  and  thi  Survivor  of  them. 

Item,  Whereas  I  have  by  Will  above-faid,  given  unto  John  Cul¬ 
lin,  Son  of  the  faid  Thomas  Cullin,  the  impropriated  Parfonage  of 
Sowgrave-,  my  .true  meaning*;  That  I  do  give  and  devife  the  fame 
to  thefaid  John  Cullin,  and  his  Heirs  forever.  In  Witnefs  where¬ 
of,  l  the  faid  Humphrey  Wickham  have  to  this  Codicil  Addition 
or  father  part  of  my  [aid  Will,  fet  my  Hand  and  Seal,  this  Twenty 
eighth  Day  of  December,  AtmoDom.  1691. 


Humphrey  Wickham. 
Signed^  Sealed ,  PnbliJJjed ,  and  Declared 5  in  the  Prejenct  of  pu 

Robert  Smith,  John  Chapman,  Rich.  Chapman,  Martin 
Pinkard.  Probatum  fuir,  &cb 

This  ftupendious  confidence  of  a  dying  man  is  very  amaz'me,  nav  he  drove  on 

the  Mafquerade  at  .thaeftrange  rate,  that  he  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  ended  as  he 
began,  having  received  the  bit  lied  Sacrament,  pretended  che  fecrlement  of  his 
Confcience,  and  making  peace  with  Heaven  with  that  Teeming  fincerity  as  if  he 


had 


had  refolv'ed  to  prevaricate  with  God  with  the  fame  afrufance  he  had  all  along 
done  with  Mankind.  The  credulity  of  thefe deluded  perfonshis  Landlord,  and 
the  reft,  is  not  much  to  be  wonder’d  at,  when  the  laft  Gafps  of  Death  could  carry 
fo  fair  an  Hypocrifie,  and  their  Tranfports  for  his  extravagant  Legacies  bequeathed 
’em  are  rather  to  be  pittied  then  rediculed.  And  if  they  have  been  faulty  in  any 
little  overTondnefs  of  their  imaginary- good  fortune,  the  Jeffs  and  Gibes  they  have 
received,  have  been  their  fufficienc  punifhment  *,  befides  Mr.  Cullin' s  being  run 
oiit  of  above  30  /. 

After  his  Death  care  was  taken  to  provide  him  a  Coffin  of  about  10  l.  value,  and 
the  Embalmers  were  paid  for  fome  of  their  Office  of  prefcrving  him  fweer,  till  pre¬ 
parations  fora  folemn  and  fumptuous  Funeral  could  be  made,  fuitable  to  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  honourable  Deceafed.  And  this  Letter  was  fent  as  follows. 

Sir, 

THESE  ferve  to  inform  you  that  Humphrey  Wickham  Efquire 
of  Swaclift  in  the  County  of  Oxon  died  this  morning  ac 
my  Houfe  where  he  has  been  about  ten  days ;  He  has  made  his 
Will,  and  you  are  one  of  his  Executors  with  me  and  others*  A 
very  great  (hare  of  his  Eftate  is  given  to  you*,  therefore  pray 
Sir  fpeed  to  London ,  that  we  may  take  care  of  his  Funeral  and 
other  matters  neceflary  to  be  done  upon  this  occafion, 

I  think  it  may  not  be  amifs  that  you  keep  this  private,  left 
any  thing  may  be  Purloyned  orlmbezellled  by  any  of  thedeceaf- 
eds  Servants,  or  any  el fe  at  his  Seat  at  Swaclift. ,  which  is  all 
given  to  you,  fome  Legacies  thereout  to  be  paid  *  I  am,  Sir, 

Tow  Servant 

London  January  169] .  Tho.  Q]Iiin« 

From  my  Houfe  at 

the  Wheat-fheaf  near  To  Mr  William  Wickham  of 

St.  Clements  Church  Gazdngton  inquire  at  the 

over  againft  Arundel  Blew  Boars  Head  in  Oxon, 

Street-  Strand . 

Thefe  following  Lines  were  inclofed  from  the  aforefaid  Executors  in 
the  [aid  Letter  being  left  by  the  deceafed, 

WHereas,  I  Humphrey  Wickham  Efquire, in  Company  with 
my  own  man  John  Harbert ,  and  John  Auftin,  Son  of 
Nich.Auftin,  did  carry  a  black  Hoggs  Skin  Trunk,  marked 
with  the  Letters  ^  H,  W.  1 688. 

Wherein  are  the  Deeds  of  my  Eftate  at  Sow  grave  and  A  pie- me 
Ducy  *  thefe  are  to  defire  you  to  deliver  them  to  the  Executors, 
figned  with  his  own  Name,  thus  Humphrey  Wickham. 

Memo- 


I 


4  $$  f 

McmortmdQM)  that  there  are  two  Mortgages  in  the  hands  of 
shift  in,  the  one  for  1400/.  and  the  other  for  400 /.  In  the  name 
of  Oliver  Charles ,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Amirofe  Holbecb. 

In  anfwer  to  this  Letter  can  e  a  Gentleman from  Oxford  to 
tell  Mr,  Cullin,  that  theChiiftian  name  of  this  Mr.  Wickham 
of  Cazjngton  was  miftaken,  which  gave  the  firft  Alarm  of  an 
Impofture,  otherewife  Hearfe  and  Mourning  had  been  provi- 
ded  to  have  carried  him  down  to  Swackley  for  his  Interment 
there. 

Mr.  Cullin  being  not  over  apt  to  believe  himfelf  cheated,  but 
more  tofatisfie  the  red  of  the  World,  lent  down  a  Meflenger 
ro  Surrey,  with  fifteen  (billings  in  his  Pocket, mounteo  upon  a 
poor  Hackney,  but  ordered  to  return  upon  rhe  Bright  Bay 
Gelding  bequeathed  him  in  his  Will  j  being  not  convinced  of 
the  Delufion  till  his  Medengers  Return,  not  withftanding  feveral 
perfons  of  Reparation  had  declared  him  a  counterfeits  &  Major 
kichardfm  and  Mi ?. Compton  had  both  infpedted  the  Corps,  and 
averred  him  to  be  the  very  man  formerly  Judged  for  fix  Wives 
as  before  mentioned,  and  more  than  once  their  Prilonerin 
Newgate-  •’*  - "  :  , 

The  Meftenger  returning  Tnefday  the  12th  of  he 

brought  a  Compliment  to  the  Executors  from  Captain  Wickham, 
(who  had  treated  the  Meflenger  very  civilly, ) to  this  effects 
that  he  gave  ’em  his  hearty  thanks  for  their  intended  kindnefs 
10  him,  and  if  they  would  pleafe  to  come  t  oSwackley  fora 
Month  or  more  they  (hould  be  very  welcome,  and  have  the  ufe 
of  all  the  Geldings,  viz.,  the  Black,  the  Bright  Bay,  and  Dap¬ 
ple  Grey,  tho  he  could  not  well  part  with  ’em  for  good  and  all. 

Upon  this  full  fatisfaftion  received,  about  three  the  next 
Morning  with  no  more  than  a  Watchman  and  a  Lanthorn  in  a 
a  Co flin  of  four  (hillings  price,  be  was  laid  in  Earth  in  a  Nook 
of  Sr,  elements  Church  yard. 


,  Podfcrtpr. 

i  •  .  •  «  i  i  f  *•  k  1  .  L  w  '  i.  *  L..'  i  *  >  .*  *  .  J  i.  -  f  t  ♦  'T  ,  \  V  Ji  * 

T  B  Nurfeand  Aflidants  that  attended  him  in  his  ficknefs 
ow  call  to  mind ,  that  they  once  or  twice  obferved  him 
t )  laugh  to  himfelf  very  pleafantly,  which  they  fuppofe  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  pleafure  he  took  incheating  ihe  World  he  was 
then  juft  upon  leaving. 
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THE 

Second  t  art  | 

OF'  THE 

^totojtous  Jmpottoj, 

Compleating  the  Hiftory  of  the  Life,  Cheats,  &c.  of  ' 

W  illiam  Morrell, 


ALIAS 


Sometime  of  Banbury ,  Chirurgeon. 


Who  lately  perfonated  Humphrey  Wickham  of  Svoackly ,  in 
the  County  of  OxoV)  Efquire,  at  a  Bakers  Houfe  in 
the  Strand>  where  he  Died  the  third  of  Jan.  i6ylz. 

Together 

With  feme  further  paflages  Relating  to  his  Sicknefs  and  Death 
not  before  mentioned. 


LONDON , 

Painted  for  dbel  Ityper  at  the  Mytre  near 

Temple-Bar ,  1 601. 


To  the  Church-Warden  and  Over feer,  Execu* 
tors  of  the  late  Renowned  Captain,  isrc. 


tors  of  the  late  Honourable  Captain.  .  Great 
Names  did  I  fay?  Fes,  Gentlemen  Executors , 
Tours  as  Great  as  it  is,  is  indeed  but  a  Name ■- 
And  confidering  what  it  has  coft  you, give  me  leave 
to  rebuff  the  hard  World  you  live  in,  for  en¬ 
vying  Tou  even  that  poor  Feather  in  Tour  Cap, 
when  Tou  have  almofi  paid  as  dear  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour's  the  Court  Fees  for  a  Baronet.  Nay ,  to 
have  a  cautioning  Epiftle  too  from  Swackly, , 
with  no  lefs  denunciation  againfi  Tou,  than  to 
command  Tou  to  take  Four  High  and  Mighty  Laft 
Will  and  Teftament  from  off  the  Prerogative  Roll, 
or  to  anfwer  the  Refufal  in  Weftnunfter  Hall. 
Raze  Tour  Records  !  do  they  fay  !  an  Executor- 


fhip  no  more  than  an  Olivers  Knighthood.  His 

a  little 


7  he  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

a  little  of  the  fever  eft, -my  Mafters.  Expunge  Tour 
Title,  and  blot  out  Tour  Scutcheon,  when  ’tis  all 
Tou  have  to  Jhew  fdr  Tour  Money  l  However,  fince 
Tou  have  met  fuel)  unkind  Treatment  from  the 
reft  of  Mankind,  we  are  refolvedto  make  Tou  feme 
little  Reparation,  viz.  by  prefixing  your  Names 
to  the  Hiflory  of  our  Deceafed  Heroe,  as  a  Monu¬ 
ment  to  Tour  Memories ,  which  the  reft  of  the  ma¬ 
licious  World  denies  Tou. 

Nay  Gentlemen  ,  confidering  the  feverity  of 
Tour  hard  Fortune,  pray  excufe  our  Zeal  in  giv¬ 
ing  Tou  a  little  Advice  howto  retrieve  Tour  Loffes. 
Since  you  are  like  to  be  fucb  Sufferers  by  Tour  E'xe- 
cutorfbips,  ene  recover  all  again  by  Tour  Overfeer 
and  Church-War  denfhip.  Bring  in  Tour  next  Pa- 
rifh  Bill,  charg’d  with  fuch  ah  over-grown  Found¬ 
ling  laid  at  your  Doors,  and  Attach  the  Money  in 
Tour  own  Hands  for  Nurftng  it.  • 


.*  )V-  . 
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THE 

econd  Part 

O  F  T  H  E 

Notorious  Impoftor, 

THE  general  Reception  the  Firft  Part  of  our  Iqi- 
poftors  Life  has  met,  encourages  us  to  purfue 
the  Subject,  hoping  that  this  further  Narrative 
of  his  Ad  ventures  will  give  the  Reader  no  lefs 
Diverfion.  And  that  the  Reader  may  befatisfy’d  in  the 
Integrity  and  Truth  cfour  Hiftory,  we  defire  him  to  con- 
fider  that  he  dyed  in  the  midway  between  fifty  and  fixty 
years,  and  having  for  a  fcore  of  the  laft  of ’em,  play’d  at 
no  other  Game  than  cheating  the  World  in  all  the  Shapes 
and  Mafques  he  cou’d  invent,  we  are  fo  over  furnifht 
with  matter  of  Fa£t,  that  we  have  not  the  leafl  need  to 
load  him  with  the  leafl  untruth;  and  therefore  we  make 
this  real  Profeffion,  that  excepting  a  little  Garniture^ 
f  that  common  pardonable  Liberty  )  the  whole  Feafl  we 
treat  you  with,  has  not  one  borrow’d  Diih.  Nay  hun¬ 
dreds  of  his  diminutive  Frauds  here  in  Town,  as  vulgar 
{harping  Tricks,  we  purpofely  omit,  as  too  trivial  and 

B  Unworthy 


(  2  ) 

unworthy  our  Cognizance,  and  too  poor  for  your  En¬ 
tertainment. 

And  whereas  his  mod  notorious  D  ‘lufions  were  his  Mar¬ 
rying  of  fo  many  Wives,  ar.d  the  politick  Artifices  and 
Lures  ufed  by  him  to  decoy  rhole  poor  Creatures  into  the 
Gripe  ofh:S  Talons,  were  the  grandeft  of  hi>  Rogueries, 
w  e  have  been  chiefly  inquifitive  into  that  particular  walk 
of  our  Troteus ,  as  the  moll  intriguing  part  of  his  Life, 
and  indeed  hisMafler  piece  of  Projection,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  moll  divertive  for  your  Reading. 

In  our  firfl  part  we  gave  you  at  large  three  or  four  fa¬ 
mous  Amours  of  his,  and  leaving  oft  at  his  Inn-keepers 
Daughter  of  Bathey  (  w'here  we  franMy  told  you  that 
for  want  of  farther  Intelligence  weaver  leap’d  Lome  years) 
we  think  fit  to  continue  the  profecution  of  our  Hiftory 
from  the  end  of  that  Adventure,  and  fo  fill  up  the  vacancy 
occafion’d  by  our  then  want  of  Information,  with  which 
(  from  very  good  Authority  and  Credit )  we  have  now 
better  fupplyed  our  felves.  u  • 

His  continued  good  Luck  at  the  Female  Quarry  fuc- 
ceeding  fo  profperoufly,  he  has  hardly  fnapt  and  gorged 
one,  before  he’s  for  flying  at  a  fecond. 

Leaving  therefore  his  laft  Wife  (as  before  mentioned  ) 
the  Inn-keepers  Daughter  to  fliift  home,  not  only  penny- 
iefs,  but  almoft  naked  too,  (as  before  at  large)  it  being 
then  in  the  gay  time  of  Summer,  he  buys  him  a  very 
ftately  Gelding,  and  prances  down  to  Slough  near  Wind- 
for.  There  taking  a  Genteel  Lodgjng,  and  throwing  off 
his  old  now  Hackney  fied  Difguife  of  the  Countrey  Gen¬ 
tleman,  he  aflumes  the  Character  of  a  London  Merchant ; 
and  though  the  little  diftance  of  twenty  Miles  laid  the 
Scene  very  nigh,  and  confequently  (one  would  think) 
expofedhim  to  fomething  more  hazard  than  any  of  his 

former 


former  remoter  pretenfions,  however  he  is  fo  fluflit  with 
fuccefs,  and  thereupon  fo  hardy  an  Enterprizer  that  he 
reckons  upon  Fortune,  now  intirely  his  own,  as  no  lefs 
than  bound  to  his  Caufe,  and  her  Smiles  as  fecure,  as 
himfelf  her  now  darling  Favourite  is  fearlefs  and  undaun¬ 
ted. 

His  Tent  therefore  pitcht  at  S lough  for  the  befl  part  of 
this  Summers  Campaign,  with  fufficient  of  Gold,  and 
whatnot,  in  his  Pockets,  he  Contrails  (  amongfi:  other 
Countrey  Acquaintance )  a  great  intimacy  with  the  Mi- 
nifter  there.  And  at  length  praifing  the  good  Air  of  that 
Countrey,  and  the  fweetnefs  he  taftes  in  the  Converfati- 
on  thereabouts,  he  defires  the  Parfon  (  his  now  Inti¬ 
mate)  to  inform  him  of  fome  Purchafe  of  fifty,  fixty, 
or,  rather  than  fail,  feventy  pound  per  annum  fomewhere 
near  there  ;  if  a  good  Houfe  upon  it  fo  much  the  better,* 
otherwife  it  will  put  him  to  fome  few  hundreds  extraor¬ 
dinary  Expence.  If  any  fuch  Purchafe  can  be  found,  he 
Ihall  be  gratefully  thankful  to  him  :  For  refolving  to 
get  him  fome  Countrey  Seat  for  a  little  Summers  Retire¬ 
ment  from  his  Fatigue  at  Londony  he  has  not  met  that 
place  in  the  World  that  pleafes  him  better.  The  Parfon, 
kindly  replyed,  That  truely  he  did  not  yet  know  of  any 
fuch  Purchafe,  but  he  would  make  it  his  Bufinefs  to  in¬ 
quire,  and  inform  him  accordingly. 

It  falls  out  here  that  he  infinuatesinto  the  Converfation 
of  a  Countrey  Gentleman  that  had  a  very  pretty  Daugh¬ 
ter,  to  whom  he  could  give  Five  Hundred  Pound  Portion. 
Through  his  Acquaintance  with  the  Father  he  finds  Op¬ 
portunity  and  Accefs  to  the  Daughter,  and  in  a  little 
time  profdles  downright  Love.  Now  befides  a  great 
deal  of  Wit  and  Senfe  in  the  Daughter,  here  was  a  very 
Judicious  and  Senfible  Man  to  her  Father,  and  likewife  a 

B  2  very 


very  Ingenious  young  Gentleman  her  Brother,  all  three 
to  be  coped  with  ;  infomuch  that  the  higheft  of  Pruv 
dence  ought  to  be  ufed  to  manage  the  Amuzement,  and 
fence  oft  ail  Curiofity  and  Enquiry,  which  ( confidering 
how  near  London  lay  )  might  dalh  the  whole  Plot.  For 
that  pur pofe  he  no  fooner  declares  his  Paffion,  but  at  the 
fame  time  he  utterly  abjures  all  pretenfions  to  a  Farthing 
of  Portion,  (  if  he  may  be  fo  happy  as  to  fucceed  in  his 
Love)  that  truely  his  Affairs  and  Circumftances  are  far 
above  fopoor  a  Thought.  Whatever  her  Fathers  Good* 
nefs  did  or  might  have  intended  for  her,  he  is  free  to 
keep  for  the  bettering  the  Fortune  of  fo  hopeful  an  Heir 
of  the  Family  as  the  young  Gentleman  her  Brother  :  It  is 
enough  that  the  pofleftionof  her  dear  Perfon  is  all  his  Am¬ 
bition,  and  if  after  all  his  profperous  Ventures  both  at 
Sea  and  Land,  to  Crown  his  Felicity  he  can  but  carry 
this  laft  dear  Prize,  he  has  all  he  wants  in  this  World. 
Nor  is  Beauty  the  only  Charm  he  finds  in  his  dear  Mi- 
ftrefs,  her  Vertue  is  her  mofl  captivating  Perfe&ion.  At 
las,  if  he  had  fought  either  Face  or  Fortune,  thofe  were 
to  have  been  found  nearer  home,  and  poffibly,  where  he 
was  better  known,  viz.  in  his  walks  upon  the  Exchange , 
and  thereabouts,  whatever  perfonal  wants  he  had,  how¬ 
ever  his  other  Qualifications  would  have  made  him  no 
hard  Accefs  to  very  confiderable  Fortunes.  But  as  his 
Natural  Jealoufie  of  Town  Beauties  had  all  along  made 
him  fomewhat  colder  in  the  choice  of  a  London  Wife,  he 
declares  that  the  vanquifhing  of  his  Heart  was  referved 
only  for  fome  fweet  Countrey  Innocence,  which  truely 
he  had  never  met  with  till  now. 

This  Declaration  carries  a  very  pleafing  Face  every 
way.  Here,  the  Daughter  for  her  part  has  the  Heart  of 
a  Rich  Merchant  of  inch  vaft  Ell  ate,  that,  her  .inconfi* 

derable 
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derable  Portion  is  not  worth  his  Acceptance,  and  confe- 
quently  if  foe  can  like  the  Man,  foe  has  all  the  Reafon  in 
the  World  to  Embrace  the  Addrefles  of  fo  qualified  a  Sue- 
tor  H-re  are  Father  and  Son  likewife  under  no  occafion 
of  complaint,  for  one  is  like  to  fave  Five  Hundred  Pound 
by  the  Bargain,  and  the  other  to  get  as  much.  And 
therefore  ’ns  a  Match  they  ought  not  to  oppoie.  And  to 
put  all  fufpicions  out  of  their  Head,  what  Rea  ions  have 
they  to  mif-doubt  his  being  the  Man  he  pretends,  lor  he 
had  then  a  pretty  many  years  upon  his  Back,  and  there¬ 
fore  unlikely  to  commit  fo  boy  ilh  a  Folly  to  take  the 

Luggage  of  a  Wife  with  never  a  Groat  with  her,  unlefs  he 
had  wherewithal  of  his  own,  to  fupply  that  Deled.  Be- 
fides  here  was  all  the  Appearances  pomble  both  ot  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Honefty  in  his  Daughters  Inamorato,  for  more 
and  above  the  daily  management  of  Ins  Difcourfe,  and 
his  prompt  Anfwers  and  Infight  to  all  Affairs  in  the 
World  which  difcovered  a  Perfon  certainly  of  pubhck 
Bufinefs,  his  Port  and  Figure  he  made  amongft  them, 
together  with  the  Grandure  of  his  way  of  Living,  con¬ 
firm’d  their  intire  Belief  and  Confidence.  .  And  to  conclude 

all,  who  cou’d  fufpeft  a  Counterfeit  that  would  Cheat  ■ 

During^iis  Courtfoip  he  prefented  his  Miffrefs  with  a 
very  Rich  Gold  Watch,  and  as  he  gain’d  ground  not  only, 
upon  her,  but  went  a  great  ftroke  with  the  Father,  and. 
Son,  who  were  mighty  inclineableto  the  Match  ;  at  lalt 
he  pulht  home,  and  gain’d  the  Confent  of  all  Parties 
concerned.  The  Father  and  Son  were  of  Opinion  that 
they  Ihould  all  go  to  London,  and  the  Wedding  and  bed¬ 
ding  work  (houldbe  all  done  there  at  his  own  Houfe  in 
the  City  With  all  his  Heart  replyed  the  Spark,  only 

one  Inconvenience  attended  that  Propofition.  For  it 

would 


(  o 

would  be  impoflible  for  him  to  Marry  in  L ondon  without 
dragging  a  great  deal  of  noife and  trouble  at  his  Heels* 
For  unlefs  he  would difoblige  more  than  a  Hundred  Emi¬ 
nent  Citizens,  his  particular  Friends  (  which  in  Honour 
he  could  not  well  do  )  he  mud  be  forced  to  make  a  pub- 
lick  Wedding  of  it,  and  fo  draw  on  a  great  deal  of  Cere¬ 
mony  and  Hurry,  which  truely,  (might  he  be  chufer). 
did  not  agree  with  his  Inclination.  Neverthelels,  ifthey 
fo  pleas’d,  he  w  as  ready  to  acquiefce  to  their  abfolute 
Commands.  But  otherwrife,  for  prevention  of  all  that, 
if  he  might  direft,  lie  w  ould  defireto  divide  his  Bleflings 
between  the  Countrey  and  City,  viz.  have  the  happinefs 
ofMarryingher  in  the  Morning  at  Slough,  and  then  have 
the  Honour  of  their  good  Companies  with  him  to  'Lon - 
cion ,  and  there  Bed  her  at  his  own  Houfe. 

This  appear’d  fo  highly  reafonable,  that  three  places 
are  order’d  tobe  taken  in  the  Windfor  Coach  to  Morrow 
for  London ,  and  the  Marriage  to  be  Solemnized  Early  be¬ 
fore  the  Coach  fets  out.  And  accordingly  our  Lovers, 
who  wake  with  the  Lark,  are  the  next  Morning  devoutly 
join’d  together.  When  the  Nuptial  Rites  were  perform’d, 
and  a  fmall  Collation  prepared  before  fetting  out,  he  pub- 
lickly  again  declared  his  Proteflationsagainil  all  pretences 
to  a  Portion.  However  as  he  had  now  taken  the  deareft 
Creature  in  the  World  into  his  Arms  without  any  fuch 
Claim  or  Pretenfion,  and  the  longed  day  of  his  Life  he 
fhould  main  rain  her  to  the  higheft  Dignity  and  Grandure 
of  a  City  Merchants  Lady,  as  much  as  if  fhe  had  brought 
him  Thoufands  of  her  own  to  do  it  with,  yet  as  perhaps 
there  might  be  fome  Wedding  Garments,  and  other  fmall 
matters  wanting  fuitable  to  His  Bride,  he  durft  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  make  her  any  Prefect  of  that  kind,  led  podibly 
it  might  be  fome  little  Indignity  and  Reflediion  upon  Her 

own 


V. 


that  part  he  left  to  her  and  her  Relations  pleafureand  di(* 
action.  Hts  putting  them  in  Mind  of  that  neceffary  point, 
appeared  more  like  a  piece  of  Gallantry  than  any  thing 
elfe  from  him.  And  thereupon  both  the  Father  and  3ride 
take  a  whifper  privately  together, and  immediately  thcCla- 
fetsand  Cabinets  were  rumaged,  and  near  a  hundred  Gui¬ 
neas  mufter’d  up,  and  flowed  in  a  flnall  Casket  to  carry 
with  her  to  London,  to  rig  her  in  all  ample  mannei  ac¬ 
cordingly  As  they  merrily  Travel  along,  the  Father, 
Bride  and  Brother  in  the  Coach,  and  the  Bridegroom  en 
cavalier  Riding  by,  taking  a  little  ftart  before  'em  upon 
Homjlow  Heath,  he  comes  back  furioufly  Galloping  to 
the  Coach  fide,  and  with  much  concern  bids  ’em  have  a 
care  for  he  was  certain  there  were  Highway- men  before 
in  the  Road,  and  he  much  feared  the  Coach  would  be 
Robb’d.  This  put  the  Travellers  into  feme  fmali  fright, 
and  all  of  ’em  (  for  the  Coach  was  full )  into  a  very  great 
Care  how  to  prefervethe  fmallTreafure  they  had  about 
them.  Nay  Gentlemen,  replies  the  Spark,  tor  that  fmali 
matter  I  have  about  me,  I  fear  not  all  the  Thieves  in 
Chriftendom  to  take ’from  me,  for  though  I  profeis  my 
felf  no  Sword-man  to  Fight  for  it,  yet  I  thank  God,  I 
have  a  Horfehas  fuch  a  pair  of  Heels  as  I  defte  any  Man 
in  England  (efpecially  upon  this  open  Plain)  to  out-ride  me. 
This  Hint  made  the  poor  Bride  immediately  Requeft  his> 
fecuring  fome  fmali  things  of  hers,  and  thereupon  fhe 
gave  him  her  little  Casket,  and  her  Gold  Watch  to  carry 
for  her,  withal  defiring  him  to  fpeed  off  the  fatefl  w  ay  he 
could,  and  tarry  for  the  Coach  at  the  Red  Uon  in  Brent- 
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Diamond  and  a  Gold  Ring  of  hers,  which  Ihe  took  from 
her  Finger  ;  another  Gentleman  clapt  a  Purfe  of  near  twen¬ 
ty  pieces  of  Gold  into  his  Silver  Tobacco-box,  and  bc- 
fought  him  to  give  it  Sanihiary  in  his  Pocket  to  Brentford, 
In  l'hort,  fome  other  fmall  matters  weie  prefently  entruft- 
ed  to  his  Protedion  and  Prefer  vation;  and  fo  being  deli- 
red  to  troop  off  w  ith  all  fpeed,  and  to  meet  ’em  at  the  ge¬ 
neral  Rendezvous  aforefaid,  our  Merchant  puts  Spurs  to 
his  Steed,  and  the  Coach  trundles  leifurely  after  him. 

At  Brentford  they  arrive  fafely  in  fome  little  time  after, 
and  making  a  halt  at  the  Red  Lion,  inquiry  is  made  if  a 
Gentleman  fo  mounted,  and  fo  dreft  was  there.  No  ;  an 
fwer  was  made,  no  fuch  Man  was  there ;  but  upon  exa¬ 
mining  the  Horfe  and  the  Rider  they  had  defcribed,  that 
very  Gentleman,  about  half  an  hour  ago  wasfeen  to  Ride 
almoft  full  fpeed  through  the  Town  towards  London. 

The  Bridegroom  fo  ilrangelyout  riding  his  Stage,  put 
the  whole  Company  into  fome  little  Conflernation,  but 
the  Bride  more  efpecially,  it  being  a  matter  of  no  mean  fur- 
prize  to  her  to  have  a  Bridegroom  fo  unkind,  or  fo  frojick- 
fome  at  leall,  to  Ramble  aw  ay  from  her  on  her  very  Wed¬ 
ding  Day  in  fo  odd  a  manner.  A  great  many  leveral  Dif- 
cants  were  made  upon  it  by  the  whole  Company  ;  but  as 
all  of  ’em  happen'd  to  be  fome  fmall  Neighbours  to  Slough, 
and  had  either  converfl  with  this  Honourable  Merchant 
during  his  Abode  there,  or  at  leall  had  heard  of  his  Fame, 
it  was  concluded  of  all  Hands  ’twas  only  intended  as  a 
Jell,  and  fo  they  aU  moved  on  towards  London,  not  doubt¬ 
ing  in  the  leall  but  to  find  it  fo. 

When  they  arrived  at  London,  the  young  Lady  as  Guar- 
rantee  lor  her  Bridegroom,  though  fhe  could  not  well  in¬ 
vite  ’em  with  Convenience  that  Night,  befought  all  their 
good  Companies  to  Morrow  at  Dinner  with  her  at  her 

Houfe 
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Houfe  in  L imeftreet,  there  to  call  their  Truftee  to  an  Ac¬ 
count,  and  to  laugh  out  an  Afternoon  with  her  upon 
their  Travelling  Adventures. 

Having  thus  difmift  their  Fellow  Travellers  ;  a  Hack¬ 
ney  Coach  is  taken  to  drive  to  L ime-ftreet.  When  they 
came  there,  and  fuch  a  Merchants  Houfe  was  asked  for, 
a  Name  very  like  it  was  found  in  that  Precin£t,  but  both 
the  Gentleman  and  Houfe  they  inquired  for,  were  utter¬ 
ly  Strangers  to  all  the  Inhabitants  round,  and  neither  that 
Night  nor  next  whole  Day  could  give  ’em  any  Tale  or 
Tydings  of  her  new  Husband.  However  in  all  this  utter 
Darknefs,  as  /he  is  left  in  Ignorance,  /he  has  the  Comfort 
to  be  left  in  Innocence  too,  for  thanks  to  her  kind  Stars 
there  was  no  Confummation  in  the  Cafe,  as  much  a  Wife 
as  /lie  is,  /lie  is  a  Virgin  Bride  at  leaft,  and  as  much 
cheated  as  they  have  all  been,  our  young  Spoufe  has  the 
fatisfattion  of  that  fingle  happy  Efcape  to  counter-bal* 
lance  all  the  reft  of  her  Lofles.  What  Reparation  our  fair 
Promifer  made  to  her  Fellow  Sufferers  in  the  Coach  our 
Story  mentions  not,  but  the  Father,  Son,  and  Bride  re¬ 
turning  by  weeping  Crofs,  they  found  this  Farewel  Epi* 
fide  at  their  Arrival  at  Slough. 

My  Sweet  Bride, 

AT  too  fweet ,  God  wot ,  to  le fo  lofl.  Had  we  but  con- 
fummated ,  my  Chicken ,  had  I  but  got  the  Virgin  Toy , 
Jigned  and jealedymy  Sweetings  it  had  been  a  Prize  worth  all 
the  other  Treafure .  But  my  hard  Fate  had  otherwife  de¬ 
creed  :  And  I  muft  e'ne  (it  down  by  my  lofing  Bargain .  But 
my  Dear ,  notwithftanding  my  abrupt  parting ,  prethee  do 
not  conceive  hard  Thought j,  nor  fancy  me  a  Mafquerader ; 
for  though  my  Houfe  is  removed  from  Lime-ftreet,  upon  my 
hone (i  word  I  am  a  true  Merchant ,  and  have  hook'd  in  my 
Venture.  Fray  Comfort  your  Condoling  Fellow  Traveller  s> 
and  ajfure  'em  their  Moveables  I  took  into  my  p  rot  eft  ion  are 

C  all 
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all  very  Jafe,  ant)  that  I  Jhall  take  all pofible  care  in  per¬ 
forming  my  Trujl  in  keeping  ’em  Jo.  And  now  Child ’  if  thy 
‘ Defeat  of  a  Bed  fellow  Jhonld  Jet  thee  a  Gog  for  a  new  Huf- 
Jand ,  for  thy  Lonjolation  let  me  tell  thee  that  I  am  fairly 
drawn  ojfto  "make  room  for  a  happier  SucceJJorfS  at  thy  next 
"Travers  for  a  Man  in  thy  Tables  to  fill  up  the  Blot  l  leave  o- 
pen  ;  thank  Heaven  thou  hajlfcap’d  Jo  well,  for  thou  hajh 
received  the  firjt  Mercy  /  ever  (hewed  thy  Sex  before ;  and 
fo  DearWiddow  d  Turtle,  farewtl. 

This  Adventure  fo  luckily  concluded,  our  Wife-Mer¬ 
chant  takes  a  little  Recreation  in  'London ,  and  then  tired 
with  Eafe  and  Idlenefs,  he  thinks  it  high  time  to  look 
out  for  new  Game.  His  Rambles  have  hitherto  moflly 
lain  Weftward,  and  the  Succefs  he  has  gotten  there,  in¬ 
vites  him  to  try  his  farther  Fortune  a  Field  the  fame  Road. 
Down  therefore  his  Galloper  and  he  fet  out,  and  meeting 
nothing  in  the  way  worthy  his  Atchievement,  he  fixes  at 
laft  at  the  T own  of  Wells.  Here  he  is  a  Countrey  Gentle¬ 
man  again  his  Name  Bowyer ,  Brother  to  Sir  Charles  Bow- 
yer.  This  Town  happily  afforded  a  Boarding  School  for 
young  Girls,  where  the  Fair  Reclufes  generally  are  not 
altogether  Nuns  Flelh,  and  where  notwithflanding  the 
watchful  Overfight  of thofe  Guardian  Dragons  the  Go- 
vernefies  and  Super-lntendants,  Love  too  oiten  leaps  the 
Pale,  and  many  a  bold  Jafon  very  luckily  moves  off  with 
a  Golden  Fleece. 

At  this  CafFle  ’tis  refolved  our  next  Batteries  fliall  be  le- 
vell’d  ;  only  all  thehardeft  work  here  is  the  making  his 
Approaches.  For  that  purpole  he  inquires  firft,  who  and 
wdiat  the  Fair  Inhabitants  are,  and  the  like  ;  where*he  is 
foon  inform’d  of  feveial  confidcrable  Fortunes  amongft 
'em;  but  mod  of  ’em  either  under  Guardianfhip  or  Pa¬ 
rents,  and  though  allyed  to  pretty  confiderable  Effeils, 
the  Lain  is  in  Huckflers  Hands..  The  carrying  the  Dam- 
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fel,  will  not  finger  the  Gold,  and  our  Bufinefs  being  only 
to  fnap  and  away,  a  lighter  Cargo  than  thole  unweildy 
Portions  does  our  Job.  And  accordingly  he  difcovers 
one  juft  fizable  for  his  Turn.  A  Tradefman’s  Daugh¬ 
ter,  her  fmall  Portion  about  180/.  and  all  in  her  own 
Hands,  or  at  leaft  in  her  own  power,  her  Parents  and 
Friends  all  Dead,  and  therefore  at  her  own  difpofal ,  and 
likewife  fomething  of  the  Elderiyeft  for  a  School-mifs  , 
being  indeed  about  20  years  of  Age. 

’1  is  refolved  then  to  fix  here  ;  And,  for  a  handfome 
Initiation,  his  firft  Attacque  is  onely  from  his  Eyes  ;  he 
fees  her  firft  at  Church,  where  his  whole  Devotion  is  fo 
intent  upon  no  other  Objetft,  that  he  gives  her  occafion 
to  obferve  him.  His  Gentile  Equipage,  and,  in  a  Stran¬ 
ger  too,  might  very  well  draw  fome  Eyes  in  a  Countrey 
Congregation  ;  and  this  young  Devotees  were  not  fo 
wholly  tyed  to  her  Prayer-Book,  but  hers  might  rove  a 
little  :  fire  no  fooner  faw  him,  but  fire  met  a  very  Paffio- 
nate  and  Long  wilhing-Look  returned  her  :  if  her  Curio- 
fity  peep’d  a  fecond  time,  fhe  found  him  in  the  fame  po¬ 
llute,  his  Eye  never  off  of  her.  And  this  he  continued 
Forenoon  and  Afternoon  ,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
impoffible,  even  for  Indifference  it  felf,  not  to  Remark 
him. 

Next  morning  he  makes  fome  means  to  get  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  Ear  of  one  of  the  Sub-Govcrnants  of  the 
School,  a  Matronly  kind  of  a  Tutourefs.  He  cannot 
tell  what  Malleable  Mettal  file’s  made  of,  and  how  far 
fire  maybe  tempted  to  betray  a  little  Truft.  However 
he  refolves  to  try.  And  if  Ihe  be  to  be  fliak'en,  at  leaft 
he’ll  ufe  the  moft  Perfwafive  Arguments  to  Aflail 

her.  t 

Accordingly ,  having  firft  beg’d  the  Favour  of  a  full 
Hearing,  he  begins  to  lay  open  his  Cafe  in  manner  fo!- 

C  2  lowing 
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lowing.  Firft,  he  difcovers  his  Birth  and  Quality ,  a 
Brother  of  the  Honourable  Sir  Charles  Bowyer.  Se¬ 
condly,  Though  a  younger  Brother ,  yet  provided  with 
a  Plentiful  Patrimony  to  keep  up  the  Port  of  a  Gentle¬ 
man.  Then,  that  yefterday  at  Church  ,  he  had  feen 
tlie  onely  Sweetnefs  upon  Earth  that  he  cou’d  truly 
Love  :  That  it  was  iome  Extraordinary  Deftiny  that  had 
brought  him  thither,  to  lofe  his  Heart  to  fo  Lovely  a 
Creature:  and  then  telling  his  Name  (  which  his  Love 
had  made  him  inquire  into  )  the  prefent  Suit  he  had 
was,  to  obtain  the  Ccnverfation  of  that  Sweet  Gentlewo¬ 
man  ,  that  he  might  have  the  favourable  opportunity  of 
declaring  his  Pailion  to  her;  which  Accefs,  underftand- 
ing  the  firiffnefs  of  the  Family  in  which  /he  new  lived, 
and  under  what  Confinement  file  lay,  he  had  no  hopes 
accompli/hing  ,  but  through  her  Means  :  and,  that  if 
/lie  would  vouchsafe  to  be  the  kind  Inllrument  in  gain¬ 
ing  him  his  Requelf,  he  /hould  not  onely  be  bound  to 
her  thelqngeft  day  of  his  Life,  but  likewife  make  her  a 
Gratification  fuitable  to  fo  fignal  an  Obligation,  The 
Gravity  of  our  Tutorefs  feem'd  a  little  Surprized  at  this 
Motion  ;  But, before  /lie  cou’d  make  any  Reply,  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  Supplication  to  her  ;  By  telling  her  ,  That 
for  Heavens  fake  ihe  would  believe  his  Intentions  to 
the  young  Lady  were  nothing  but  Honourable  ,  that 
had  his  Defigns  been  fo  wicked  ,  as  to  aim  at ,  or  over¬ 
reach  any  young  Fortune  in  the  Houfe,  as  fuch  he  un- 
derftood  there  were  feveral  there,  he  lhould  be  the 
greateft  of  Villains.  But,  that  Love,  and  onely  Love, 
was  his  Defign ,  was  manifeft  in  his  Addrefies  to  this 
young  Gentlewoman  ,  who  (as  he  was  inform’d)  was 
but  a  Tradefman’s  Daughter,  of  little  or  no  Fortune,  or 
at  ,'eafl:  very  inconfiderable  to  a  Perfon  of  his  Circum- 
ftances  and  Birth  ;  and  therefore  /he  had  all  the  Reafon 


(  'f) 

in  the  World  to  believe  him  a  Perfon  of  Honour  and  In- 
tegrity  ;  and  ’twas  as  fuch  he  defired  her  to  ferve  him  in 
the  Requefl  he  had  made  her.  She  hearing  him  proteft 
fo  heartily  ,  and  profefs  fo  honourably,  cou’d  not  but^  be 
a  little  attentive  to  fo  Reafonable  a  Suit.  But  being  her 
felf  a  Woman  of  Principle,  and  naturally  faithful  to  her 
Truft ,  flic  could  not  forbear  making  him  this  Anjwer  : 
Sir  (  fays  fhe  )  you  have  the  lead  Reafon  in  the  WorldT 
to  feek  my  Affiftance  in  this  matter;  for  if  you  are  that 
Lover,  and  that  Gentleman  you  profefs  your  felf,  your 
Quality  and  Pretenfions  to  this  young  Woman  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  your  own  way  to  her,  without  wanting, 
my  help.  What  need  has  a  Gentleman  of  your  Fortune 
and  Honour  to  feek  to  a  poor  Servant  as  I  am,  to  intro*' 
duce  you  fo  meanly,  as  a  private  Suitor  to  this  young 
Maid,  when  you  have  it  in  your  own  Power  to  make  a 
moie  Publick  Declaration  of  your  Love  ;  and  undoubt¬ 
edly,  fo  Quahffd  as  you  are,  have  all  Encouragement 
to  hope  for  Succefs  ?  if'  ou  pleafe  therefore,  1  !i  tell  the 
GovermL,  and  when  Ihe  fhall  have  examined  all  things - 
requifite  to  thedifcharge  of  that  honeft  Duty  as  the  Tui¬ 
tion  and  Care  fhe  has  undertaken  fhall  require  of  her ;  fhe 
will  be  fo  far  from  oppofing  your  Aceefs  ,  that  certain¬ 
ly  you  may  expe&all  the  fair  Reception  your  own  heart 
can  wifh.  This  Anfwer  being  not  the  prefent  point  we  - 
mud  gain,  our  Squire  ( before  prepared  for  a  Reply) 
feem’d  extreamly  pleafed  with  her  for  her  Fidelity.  That ; 
truly  fhe  was  highly  ter  be  commended  for  fo  Conjtden- 
cious  a  Scruple,  as  to  the  admitting  of  a  Stranger,  as  he 
was,  to  any  thing  under  her  Guard ianfhip.  And  that 
truly  the  Advice  fhe  had  given  him  was  but  very  Reason¬ 
able;  And  that  if  he  lhould  make  open  Love  to  this  young 
Gentlewoman,  he  might  poflibly  have  hopes  of  fucceed- 
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ing.  And  really  it  was  the  onely  Courfe  he  would 
take,  but  for  one  onely  Ooftacle,  winch  was,  that  though 
indeed,  as  a  younger  Brother,  he  had  above  300  1  per  an¬ 
num  already  in  good  Land  of  Inheritance,  a  Competence 
{efficient  to  maintain  a  Family  indifferently  well;  yet  as 
lie  was  next  Brother,  and  indeed  as  the  prefumptive  Heir 
to  Sir  Charles ,  an  unmarryed  Man  of  Thoufands  a  year , 
and  was  atprefenttranfadbing  with  him  about  a  considera¬ 
ble  Addition  to  his  Eftate,and  other  very  eminent  Friend- 
ihips  expe&ed  from  him,  he  was  under  an  invincible  ne- 
ceihty  of  making  an  Amour  of  this  kind, one  of  the  great- 
eft  Secrets  in  the  World,  left  his  Marrying  fo  inconiidera- 
bly  might  lofe  him  his  Brother’s  Favour,  and  thereby  de¬ 
feat  fo  advantageous  an  Expectation.  Not  but  he  Loved 
the  young  Creature  enough  to  run  a  thoufand  times  great¬ 
er  hazards  for  obtaining  fo  fweet  a  Bleffing  :  but,  howe¬ 
ver  ,  What  Folly  and  Prodigality  would  it  be,  to  expole 
fo  main  a  part  of  his  Well-being  to  fo  dangerous  a  Ven¬ 
ture  ,  when  there  was  fo  little  occafion  for  it  ?  For  he, 
could  he  reach  fo  great  a  Bleffing,  as  to  obtain  her  for  his 
Bride,  yet  it  would  be  worth  his  while  to  make  both  his 
Woing  and  Marriage,  for  fome  time,  an  ablolute  Secret, 
for  fo  valuable  a  Confideration.  And  he,  that  refolved  to 
enter  into  Matrimony,  was,  in  all  Duty,  bound  to  take 
the  beft  meafures  to  make  a  Married  Life  comfortable, 
by  making  the  beft  provifion  to  fupport  it  with  Cre¬ 
dit  and  Reputation.  And  therefore  ’was,  that  he  was 
forced  to  fupplicate  her  private  -Affiftance  in  the  Affair, 
which  Ihe  could  not  well  blame, under  fo  important  aCir- 
cumftance;  and  therefore  dealing  a  brace  of  Guineas  into 
her  Hand,  he  once  more  intreated  her  to  gain  him  fome 
Admittance  to  the  young  Ladys  converfation,as  filently  as 

poflfibly  her  Goodnefs  could  contrive.  I  cannot  rell,whe- 
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therthe  Arguments  or  the  Gold,  or  both  together  pre¬ 
vail’d  but  to  lhorten  the  Difcourfe  ’twas  agreed  that  E- 
vening  an  Hour  after  Sun  fet  that  he  ihould  come  to  the 
Garden  Back  gate,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

And  not  to  tire  the  Reader  with  the  Narration  of  the 
Wooing,  let  it  fuffice  that  he  obtain’d  three  or  four  pri¬ 
vate  Meetings,  and  a  little  Courtfliip.  well  managed  pre¬ 
vail’d  and  conquer  d.  By  the  AifiRance  of  this  Matronly 
Confident,  the  Bufinefs  is  concluded,  and  the  Girl  fteals 
out  one  Morning  and  Marries  him.  He  had  not  been  long 
Married,  but  continuing  the  old  plea  of  lilence  and  lecrefy 
fo  neceflary  on  his  Brothers  Account,  lie  gets  her  to  call 
in  her  fmall  Portion,  for  her  own  ule,  making  it  ms  free 
Wedding  Gift,  all  to  be  difpofed  in  buying  her  Cloaths, 
and  the  like.  And  fo  makes  all  fpeed  to  London  with  her. 
At  London  lie  provides  her  a  very  Genteel  Lodging,  Rill 
leaving  all  her  Portion  in  her  own  CuRody.  He  had 
not  kept  her  Company  two  days  in  Town,  but  he  comes 
home  in  great  hafte  and  furprize,  telling  her  that  hjs  Bro- 
therby  fome  Accident  or  other  had  heard  of  his  Marriage* 
But  as  ’twas  impoffible  he  Ihould  know  what  Woman  he 
had  Married,  he  had  one  favour  to  beg  of  her  which  ihe 
muff  not  deny  him,  which  was  to  pretend  her.  felf  to  be 
a  young  cDevonJhire  Lady  of  fuch  a  Great  Family,  and 
fuch  a  Fortune :  By  this  means  he  Ihould  win  his  Brothers 
Heart  and  haRen  that  additional  fettlement,  and  the  o- 
ther  favours  he  expedited  from  him  ;  and  tho  indeed  it 
was  a  little  piece  of  Fraud,  which  truely  he  was  never  guil¬ 
ty  of  before  in  all  his  whole  Life,  yet  confidering  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  fo  innocent  aDeceit.mightgain  em,  he  conjured 
her  bv  all  their  Loves  to  joyn  with  him  in  n,  and  carry 
onthe  Mask  till  he  had  gain’d  his  point.  The  poor  Crea¬ 
ture  foon  perfwaded  confents  to  his  RecpjeR,  piomifing 

r  her 
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her  afting  the  bell  part  flie  could  in  the  Difruife,  face  it 
was  his  Pleafuieand  Command  to  have  it  io. 

Having  obtain’d  her  concurrence  in  it,  lie  tells  her  thefe 
Lodgings  were  too  mean  for  a  Woman  of  her  Birth,  and 
therefore  he  w  ould  prefently  take  her  a  fine  Houfe  at 
Greenwich  {out  Miles  out  of  Town,  and  have  it  furnifht 
fuiiable  to  his  and  her  Quality. 

At  Greenwich  a  Houfe  is  inflantly  provided  ;  and  what 
by  the  pretenfions  of  this  great  March,  he  ftrikes  in  with 
a  confidingUpholfler  for  a  Rich  Bed,  Tapeftry  Hangings, 
and  very  lumptuous  Furniture  in  molt  ample  manner. 
Nay,  he  carries  it  on  fo  far  as  to  gain  Credit  for  feveral 
Hog  (h  tads  of  Wine,  which  were  like  wife  wafted  down  to 
Greenwich.  The  young  Wife  all  this  while  feeing  him 
make  fuch  fplendid  Provifion  for  her,  never  in  the  leafi: 
fufpe&ed  him  for  Iefs  than  high  Quality,  and  indeed  was 
utterly  ignorant  that  all  this  Gallantry  was  taken  up  upon 
Truft,  and  moftly  rais’d  upon  the  noife  of  her  vaft 
Devon(hire  Portion  that  was  very  fpeedily  to  pay  for 
all. 

After  this  Countrey  Houfe  was  thus  Richly  fet  out, pre¬ 
tending  Bufinefs  one  Morning  early  to  London,  lie  returns 
again  between  Ten  and  Eleven  in  great  halle,  faying,  that 
truely  he  had  occafion  for  about  an  Hundred  Pound,  and 
having  laid  out  more  Cafli  than  his  Returns  from  his  E- 
ftate  in  the  Countrey  could  at  prefent  fupply  him,  he  de- 
fired  her  to  accommodate  him  with  that  Sum  out  of  her 
Money,  which  in  a  Fortnight  at  fartheft  fhould  be  made 
her  up  again.  The  poor  Girl  very  readily  gave  him  the 
Keys  of  her  Clofet  and  her  Cabinet,  defiring  him  to  take 
what  he  wanted.  Immediately  he  goes  to  the  Treafury, 
and  not  having  Icifiure  to  flay  to  tell  out  the  Sum, he  took 
the  whole  Bag,  which  in  Silver  and  Gold  was  about  140  / 

which’ 
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which  he  would  tell  over  at  London ,  and  bring  back 
the  Remainder, whither  he  defired  her  Company  along 
with  him  in  the  Boat  that  Raid  to  carry  him  back. 
Tesy  with  all  her  heart ,  if  he  would  pleafe  to  (lay  till  (he 
drejl  her  felf ,  being  then  only  in  her  Morning  gown. 
No,  by  no  means,  he  replied,  no  matter  for  drefling 
her  (elf,  fhe  was  well  enough  dreft  for  that  little  Com¬ 
pany  fhe  fhould  fee  to  day.  And  fo  without  farther 
Ceremony  fhe  trips  into  the  Boat  with  him,  and  fo 
away  to  London. 

When  he  came  there,  and  had  fix’d  her  at  her  Old 
Lodgings,  he  defired  her  to  have  a  little  patience  till 
his  return  from  Lombard-Jlreet ,  where  he  was  going 
to  pay  this  Money  :  but  before  he  went,  giving  her 
a  kind  Kifs  or  two.  Lord,  my  Dear  (  fays  he )  this 
plain  Wedding-Ring  upon  thy  Finger  is  too  poor  for  My 
Wife  !  I  am  %oing  to  pay  this  Money  to  a  Goldfmith ,  and 
prithee  give  me  thy  Ring  along  with  me ,  and  til  put  a 
Diamond  into  it. 

The  Ring  upon  fbgood  an  Account  was  prefently 
deliver’d  him,  and  a  very  low  Courtzy  dropt  him  for 
the  promis’d  Diamond.  Away  goes  Husband,  Mo¬ 
ney, and  Ring, and  the  Wife  Raying  with  her  old  Land- 
lady,  waits  for  the  return  of  her  kind  Spoufe  >  After 
a  great  deal  of  patience  pretty  well  tired,  and  many  a 
figh  to  pals  away  time ,  Evening  at  laft  draws  on, 
and  no  Husband  appears.  To  Greenwich  fine  dares  not 
return,  ’tis  now  too  late  at  night,  and  too  dangerous 
travelling  fo  unfeafonably.  And  fo  taking  a  {oft  Bed, 
but  a  hard  Night’s  reft  in  Town,  fhe  gets  up  early  the 
next  morning  for  Greenwich ,  where  inftead  of  Husband 
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or  Houle,  flie  finds  the  Furniture,  Bedding,  nay  the 
very  Wine  in  the  Cellar  all  carried  oft,  and  lb  nei¬ 
ther  Husband,  Money,  nor  Cloaths,  but  the  loofe 
Undrefs  file  had  upon  her  back  ;  Hie  is  left  to  a  whole 
Deluge  of  Lamentation,  and  the  King’s  High-way 
fair  open  for  her  to  Teer  back  to  Wells ,  or  what  other 
Hofpitabie  Coaft  {he  could  find  in  the  wide  World 
before  her. 

cl  I  n!  it:  »  u  .7  !. :  i  out  ;:u  <.<  t  j  o  1  vnc * 

This  Marriage-Trade  thriving  fo  well  with  himr 
he  left  it  not  oft  till  lie  arrived  at  the  number  of 
i’S  Wives ;  in  which  leverai  various  Cheats  and  Dif- 
guifes  were  praftifed  according  to  Time,  Place  and 
Circumftance.  At  K^edderminfler  he  paft  for  Sir  Charles 
Bonder's  Brother  again  ,  and  there  married  an  Inn¬ 
keeper’s  Daughter,  from  whom  he  hooked  out  leverai 
Pounds,  befides  fpunging  upon  her  Father  :  where  he 
continued  a  very  confiderable  time  ;  and  wrought  him- 
felf  into  that  intire  Credit  with  his  Father-in-law,  that 
when  fomeofhis  Neighbours  made  bold  to  ask  him* 
How  he  could  repofe  lb  much  Confidence  in  a  meer 
Stranger  ;  and  after  his  Daughter  had  been  lb  long 
married  to  him,  to  make  no  Inquiry  into  him  all  this 
while?  Inquiry!  (he  replied  very  briskly)  trouble 
not  your  heads  about  that  Bufinels.  I  am  very  well 
fatisfied  in  him,  and  know  well  enough  what  he  is. 
His  Wit  and  Breeding,  and  a  hundred  other  genteel 
Qualities,  fufficiently  alfure  me:  Nay  a  Gentleman  he 
muft  be  mod  certainly,  for  I  have  obferved  him,  he 
will  never  dine  without  a  Bottle  of  Wine. 

In  Holbourn  he  courted  a  Rich  Vintner’s  Widow 
(but  there  he  was  a  little  higher  advanced  into  the 

Honou- 
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Honourable  Family  of  the  Bomyers,  for  then  he  was 
Sir  Charles  himfelf)  and  fo  far  tickled  her  out  of  her 
fmall  Reafon,  by  the  high  found  of  a  Ladifhip,  that 
the  Wedding-doaths  were  making.  Nay  he  took  her 
along  with  him  to  a  Goldfmiths  in  Cheapfide,  to  belpeak 
a  very  large  quantity  of  Plate,  amounting  to  about 
,00  p  No  fooner  did  he  enter  the  Goldfmith’s  Shop, 
but  he  kindly  (hook  him  by  the  hand,  and  gave  him  fo 
many  tamiliar  How-be-yees,  as  if  he  had  been  his  long 
and  intimate  Acquaintance  ;  where  befpeaking  fo 
much  Plate,  and  liicha  Coat  of  Armsto  beengraved 
upon  it,  the  day  was  fet  when  it  was  to  be  call’d  for. 
Before  that  day  he  was  to  receive  600  l.  from  his  Stew¬ 
ard  in  the  Countrey  ,  which  he  had  ient  for  up  to 
pay  for  this  Plate ,  and  other  necelfary  Nuptial  Ha- 
bilements.But  theDay  drawing  on,aLetter  comes  up  by 
the  Poll:  from  his  Steward,  intimating,  That  among!! 
all  his  Tenants  he  could  at  prefent  raife  but  1  50  of  the 
6zol.  he  de fired,  and  truly  that  fmall  Pittance  he  did 
not  think  fit  to  return  up,  till  he  could  make  it  a  larger 
Sum,  &c.  This  Letter  was  received  in  his  Miftrefles 
orefence  and  the  Knight  fo  enraged  at  his  Steward’s 
neg’S  that  he  fell  into  a  very  great  paffion  to  be  fo 
defeated  of  his  Expectation,  especially  at  fo  critical  a 
Juncture.  The  kind  Widow  feeing  him  fo  concerned, 
defired  him  not  to  be  troubled  at  it,  for  if  htspiefent 
Occafions  required  ,  fhe  was  very  willing  to  furmfh 
him  with  it ;  and  in  fine  ,  lent  him  zco  Guinea's  to 
fetch  home  the  Plate.  But  neither  was  the  Plate  fcnt 
home,  nor  Knight  or  Guinea’s  ever  leen  after¬ 
wards.  The  Widow  fbmewhat  impatient,  trips  away 
to  the  Goldfmith  to  inquire  if  he  had  been  there,  and 
being  anfwei’d  in  the  negative, (he  ask’d  him  if  he  were 
b  D  1  not 
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not  acquainted  with  Sir  Charles  ?  What  Sir  Charles  ? 
Sir  Charles  Borvyer  that  befpoke  the  Plate.  Truly  not 
he ;  for  to  his  beft  knowledge,  he  never  law  him  be¬ 
fore  that  day.  How,  replies  the  Widow,  never  faw 
him  before,  when  he  knew  you  fo  well,  talk’d  fb  fa¬ 
miliarly  with  you,difcours’d  of  fo  many  Affairs  relating 
to  your  (elf,  that  I  durft  have  fworn  he  had  known  you 
this  feven  years,  and  dealt  in  at  leaf!:  a  thoufand  pounds 
with  you.  Yes,  replied  the  Goldfmith,  all  this  fami¬ 
liarity  he  expreft,  which  as  much  furprized  me  as  it 
does  you:  But  it  was  none  of  my  bufinefs  to  inquire  of 
a  Cultomer  how  he  came  fb  acquainted  with  my  Con¬ 
cerns,  or  why  he  treated  me  fb  courteoufly  at  firft 
fight ;  He  laid  me  down  Earneft  in  part  for  my  Plate, 
and  if  *tis  your  pleafure  to  pay  me  the  remainder,  the 
Plate  is  forth  coming.  But  when,  or  where  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  can  be  found  forth  coming,  that  you  know  bet¬ 
ter  than  I :  for  as  I  told  you,  he  is  a  Perfon  I  never  faw 
before,  nor  after. 

To  profecute  the  full  Relation  of  all  hisWooings  and 
Marriages,  would  be  dwelling  too  long  upon  one  kind 
of  Subjebt,  and  therefore  not  lo  divertifing  to  the  Rea¬ 
der  ;  for  which  Reafbn  we  have  felefted  only  thefe,and 
the  others  recited  in  the  Firft  Part  of  our  Hiffory,  as 
moft  entertaining  of  all  his  Amours. 

\ 

After  he  had  accomplifh’d  near  a  Score  of  Marriages, 
he  neatly  counterfeited  a  Bill  for  700  /.  drawn  upon 
an  Eminent  Citizen  ;  and  lo  well  managed  all  Con¬ 
duct  and  Matters  relating  to  it,  that  he  received  the 
Money.  But  what  with  his  Wives ,  and  this  laft 
grand  Cheat,  he  began  to  think  little  England,  would 

foon 


foon  be  too  hot  for  him.  And  therefore  buying  three 
very  gallant  Horfes,  and  Equipage  and  Accoutre¬ 
ments  iuitable,  he  got  him  crols  the  Herringpond,  and 
went  a  Volunteer  to  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  then 
before  Maflricht :  His  bufinefs  here  was  more  1  lounfh 
and  Bravado,  than  any  great  Feats  of  War,  any  Mar¬ 
tial  Wonders  he  intended  to  perform.  In  Flanders  he 
made  a  pretty  long  Campaign,  for  he  ftirred  not  from 
thence  till  all  his  Money  was  fpent ;  and  at  length, 
when  his  dwindling  (lock  was  fo  fmall,  that  his  very 
Hol  ies  heads  grew  a  little  too  big,  for  a  new  fupply 
he  converted  ’em  into  ready  Money ;  and  when  that 
la  ft  flake  was  almoft  run  out,  and  he  had  juft  enough 
left  to  Land  him  fafe  upon  Engltjh  Ground  again,  he 
returned  for  London ;  and  there  fetting  in  again  at  his 
old  play  of  Wiving,  he  Wooes  a  Parfons  Daughter  of 
500/.  Portion,  and  by  virtue  of  the  great  Name  of 
Sir  Charles  Boivyer,  and  other  winning  Arts  he  ufed,  he 
Married  her,  and  gain’d  fo  far  upon  her  Father,  that 
he  got  One  Hundred  pound  in  part  of  the  Five,  into 
his  clutches.  But  not  fatisfied  wuth  that  modicum,  but 
refolving  to  gripe  the  whole  remainder  too,  he  takes  a 
Houle  for  her  at  Hump  (lead,  where  he  lived  lome  time 
very  kindly  with  her,  'ftill  plying  her  Father  with  all 
the  fofteft  and  tendereft  management,  to  hook  in  the 

400  /. 

But  here,  as  Fortune  will  not  always Tmile,  a  turn  of 
Fate  falls  fomewhat  hard  upon  him  ;  his  Ludlow,  and 
fome  other  of  his  old  Wives,  had  unhappily  got  him 
in  the  Wind,  and  with  a  full  Cry  run  him  down,  and: 
Houled  him  in  Newgate. 


Here 
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Here  it  was  (as  before  mentioned  in  our  firft  Part) 
that  fix  of  his  Wives  appeared  againft  him,  and  at  his 
Tryal  he  pleaded  Guilty  to  thole  Six  and  Twelve  more. 
For  which  being  Convidled,  and  the  Law  not  reaching 
to  his  Life,  die  Judges  were  pleafed  fo  far  to  commife3 
rate  the  unhappy  poor  women  he  had  undone,  but 
elpecially  the  Parfon’s  Daughter,  that  they  gave  her 
leave  to  lay  an  Aftion  upon  him  of  5000  /.  by  virtue 
of  which,  being  ftill  detained  a  Priloner,  he  removed 
himfelf  to  the  Kjngs-Bencb ;  Here  being  kept  within 
the  Goal,  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  winningly,  that  he 
gain’d  fome  favour  with  the  then  Marfhal,  and  had 
now  and  then  the  liberty  to  peep  abroad.  Improving 
and  advancing  in  the  farther  good  graces  of  the  Mar¬ 
fhal,  he  obtained  at  laft  that  extraordinary  credit  from 
him,  that  himfelf  and  Three  or  Four  more  Prifbners 
were  one  day  permitted  to  take  a  little  Ramble  to  a 
merry-making,  Lome  little  way  out  of  Town  ;  which 
lucky  flip  of  their  Necks  from  the  Collar,  they  took 
that  wile  care  to  make  fo  good  ufe  of,  that  neither 
our  Sir  Charles,  nor  his  fellow  Travellers,  the  Mafler 
or  Mates,  ever  returned  again.  This  efcape  made 
fuch  a  clamour,  that  ;  00 1.  reward  was  fet  upon  his 
head ,  if  to  be  caught  in  England.  But  this  purfuit 
foon  cooled  ;  for  upon  the  change  of  Marfhal,  which 
foon  followed,  the  Caufe  dropt,  and  he  had  full  free¬ 
dom  to  creep  from  his  Covert,  and  turn  Practioncr  at 
his  old  Craft  again ;  his  deliverance  being  in  a  manner 
compleat,  and  his  500 ol.  and  the  reft  of  his  load  dif- 
c'narged. 

After  his  Heels  were  at  liberty,  his  Pocket  run  but 
low ;  and  he  was  forced  to  truckle  to  little  fhifts  to 
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put  him  in  flock  again.  His  Pranks  are  fcarce  to  be 
numbred,  nor  dare  we  pretend  to  trace  ’em  fuccdlive- 
ly  ;  and  therefore  we  fhall  not  tie  our  (elves  up  to 
Time  and  Order. 

For  one  of  his  common  Feats,  he  got  him  a  large 
Seal-Ring,  and  feveral  other  Gold  Rings,  all  variety, 
as  Plain ,  Mourning,  and  Enamel’d,  value  together 
about  4 1.  with  thefe,  by  confederacy,  he  would  fham 
an  Arreft  upon  himfelf  by  a  couple  of  Marfhals  Men, 
and  being  hurried  into  fome  Alehoule,  he  would  call 
for  the  Landlord,  pretend  himfelf  aTradefman,  and 
Houle-keepei  as  far  as  Wrapping,  Stepney,  orfomefuch 
remote  place  ;  then  opening  his  Grievance,  that  he 
was  Arrefted  for  40  or  50  s.  and  being  too  iar  trom 
home  to  fend  for  Money,  he  defired  the  Landlord  to 
carry  his  Rings  to  the  next  Goldimitb,  and  fee  what 
he  valued  them  at :  The  Landlord  returns  with  the 
Rings,  and  tells  him,  the  Goldfinith  would  give 
fomething  above  3  /.  for  them;  upon  this,  he  defires 
the  Landlord  to  pleafure  him  with  <50  r.  upon  that 
pledge,  and  he  would  come  himfelf  or  fend  (by  fuch 
a  Token)  the  Money  the  next  day,  and  redeem  them. 
The  Landlord  ready  to  aid  a  man  in  his  diftrefs,  in 
fo  reafonable  a  requeft ,  Lends  the  Money  ,  whilft 
inflead  of  the  Gold  Rings  ,  he  puts  the  Legerde¬ 
main  ,  and  leaves  him  a  fetof  Brafs  ones  well  Gilt, 
fhaped  ,  Hnamel’d,  &c.  to  a  tittle ,  in  every  point 
refembling  the  true  Rings ;  and  wmrth  about  Half-a- 
Crawn. 


One 
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One  day  about  high  noon  he  came  to  the  Ponltrey- 
Comptt  r  Gate,  wanting  a  Serjeant  to  execute  an  At- 
tac  imcnt  foi  him:  fo  giving  him  his  Inftrubfions  and 
bee  he  de'ireshim  and  his  Yeoman  to  followhimto 
luui  an  Ale-houfe  in  Leaden- Mall-Street  where  he 
would  wait  for  ’em.  To  the  Ale-houfe  he  goes,  and 
takes  a  Lower  Rohm  which  look’d  into  the  Street 
where  calling  for  a  Tankard  of  Ale,  and  fbon  after 
ipying  the  Bum  and  Follower  approaching,  he  whips 
out  of  his  Codpiece  a  Pewter  Tankard,  flaps  the  Drink 
into  it,  and  returns  the  Silver  one  into  his  Breeches. 
As  loon  as  they  enter’d,  and  ask’d  him  for  the  Gentle- 
man,  he  told  them  he  would  croPs  the  way,  and  fee  if 
e  had  dined  yet,  and  come  over,  and  call  ’em  imme- 
diatelyto  do  their  Office.  Out  he  trips,  and  there  be- 
r  Jborough-fairover  the  way,  neatly  conveighs 
himfelf  off;  till  at  laft,  the  Serjeant  waiting  beyond 
his  patience,  calls  for  the  Landlord,  and  defires  him  to 

V,  Ta,nkard  aBa'n.  Fill  the  Tankard  (quoth  the 
Hoft)  what  Tankard  !  This  is  none  of  mine.  My 
lankard  s  a  Silver  one.  How,  a  Silver  Tankard  (re- 
phes  our  Mancatcher. )  This  was  all  the  Tankard  in 
.  °°m  ncc  he  came  there.  That  wont  ferve  turn  • 
Their  Comerogue  and  Confederate  that  had  left ’em* 
had  a  Tankard  of  him,  price  6  L  10  r.  and  Tankard’ 
or  lo  much  Money  muff  be  found  before  they  parted 
A  great  many  hard  words  rofe  on  both  fides ;  but  in 
fine  ,  the  Attacher  himlelf  was  now  under  Attach¬ 
ment,  and  moved  not  oft,  till  a  Reckoning  of  61  an 
Angel,  and  fome  odd  Pence,  was  difeharged. 


At 


and  profefs’d  an  infallible  Remedy  he  had  for  the  Gout. 

A  Gentleman,  an  Inhabitant  there,  long  afflifted  with 
that  Diftemper,  retained  him  as  his  Phyfician :  But  his 
grand  Receipt  requiring  a  Fortnights  Preparation,  he 
fqueezes  fome  Mony  out  of  him  for  Materials  to  the  Ope¬ 
ration,  and  puts  feveral  Earthen  Pots,  with  the  pre¬ 
tended  Ingredients,  for  Fourteen  Days  under  Ground, 
againft  which  time  the  expedted  EfFedts  were  to  be  pro¬ 
duced.  But  it  fo  unhappily  fell  out,  that  before  the  E- 
lixir  came  to  perfedtion,  he  was  arretted  by  the  Name  of 
Boivyer ,  and  thrown  into  the  Marjhalfea .  The  Fourteen 
Days  expired,  and  the  Dodtor  in  durance,  the  Patient 
made  bold  to  dig  for  the  Treafure,  and  examine  the  Pots  ; 
where,  to  his  great  SatisfadHon,  in  each  Pot  he  found 
about  half  a  dozen  ftraggling  Maggots,  which  indeed 
was  their  whole  Contents :  But  what  Cures  they  wrought, 
our  Hiftory  mentions  not. 

Between  five  and  fix  Years  fince,  he  tries  one  Touch 
more  at  Marrying,  but  truly  not  fo  high  a  Flier  as  for¬ 
merly  ,  he  contents  himfelf  to  lay  Siege  to  Nan,  the 
Cook-Maid  at  the  Cajlle-Tzvem  at  Fetter-Lane  End ;  and 
to  attack  her  in  no  lefs  formidable  a  Figure  than  the  old 
Sir  Charles  ftill.  So  Worfhipful  a  Matrimonial  cuitor 
(you  may  imagine)  tickled  her  not  a  little,  for  the  Title 
of  a  Ladylhip  could  not  but  make  a  ftrange  rumbling  in  a 
Kitchin-ftuff-pot.  The  poor  Girl  was  foon  inclinable  to 
liften  tofuch  potent  Love.  Our  Sir  Charles  makes  quick 
work  one ;  and  though  her  kind  Matter  and  Miftrefs 
daily  laugh’d  at  her  for  fancying  him  in  earneft  with  her. 
Our  Lover  was  fo  well  furnillvd  with  Rhetorick  to  fet  her 
to  Rights  again,  and  fo  abfolutely  perfuaded  her  that  he 
meant  nothing  more  than  to  marry  her,  that  at  laft  Ihe 
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contrived  to  feign  her  felf  Tick,  whilft  her  Knight  un- 
der  pretence  of  a  Condoling  Vifit,  war  to  fteal  her  down 
Stairs,  and  march  off  with  her.  This  Plot  taking  effe<2 
he  kept  her  out  ten  or  twelve  Days;  in  which  time  he 
w  head  led  her  out  of  all  the  Mony  fhe  could  raife  in  the 
World,  being  about  the  Summ  of  Twelve  Pounds:  Eut 
when  he  had  drained  all  he  could  get  from  her,  at  laft 
he  began  to  grow  fo  cold  to  her,  that  he  denied  her  one 
Morning  a  Pennyworth  of  Milk  ;  which  being  no  longer 
able  to  bear,  fhe  returned  to  her  Mailer  with  a  very  fad 
Heart,  much  wailing  the  Barbarity  fhe  had  received, 
and  the  Ruin  ihe  fuffered.  At  the  Return  of  poor  Nan¬ 
cy,  the  Knight  was  flown  ;  and  though  unfufpedted  be¬ 
fore,  now  her  Mailer  and  Miftrefs  with  good  Reafon  be¬ 
lieved  him  a  Cheat ;  and  being  concerned  for  vindicating 
the  Injuries  of  their  Servant,  they  dogg’d  him  at  fail  in¬ 
to  White-Friars;  and  fetching  him  out  thence  by  a  Con- 
liable  and  Warrant,  he  was  committed  to  Jayl,  tried 
for  an  Impoftor*  and  flood  in  the  Pillory  before  their 

One  very  notorious  Cheat,  was  much  in  ufe  with  him, 
within  a  iz  Month  laft  paft.  For  inftance,  he  comes 
one  Morning  to  an  eminent  Tavern  in  Holborn  near  Hat¬ 
ton  Garden  end,  his  Habit  a  plain  Country-man,  w*th  a 
Oyj-skin  :Hat,  a  fhabby  Perriwig,  a  large  buff  Belt  round 
ius  W&ffo,  a  pair  of  Boots  without  Tops,  a  Whip  ia  his 
<&aad,  and  a  hundred  Poutfd  bag  under  his  Arm  .--Here  he 
bargains  for  a  Hogs  head  of  Sack  to  be  lent  ia  to  the 
Country ,•  whilll  the  Carman  is  loading  his  Wine,  he 
pretends  very  urgent  Bufinefs  he  had  to  do,  before  the 
Carrier  goes  out  of  Town;  infomuch  thathe  cannot  well 
flay,  and  pay  for  his  Wine ;  for  which  reafon,  he 
'defires  the  Maft^r  tjo  lay  up  his  bag  of  Mony  for  him, 
i  3'riti  K  till 
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till  he  can  call  in  the  Afternoon,  and  reckon  with  him  ; 
but  firft  taking  out  (  for  a  blind  )  a  handful  of  Mony,  be¬ 
tween  thirty  or  forty  Shillings  for  prefent  occasion,  he 
feals  up  the  Bag  again,  and  leaves  the  reft  in  the  Vint¬ 
ner’s  hands. 

And  now  refolved  to  play  the  good  husband,  and  do 
two  Jobs  with  one  trouble,  whilft  the  Car  is  loading,  he 
goes  to  a  Linnen-Drapers  in  Newgate-ftreet,  where  he  buys 
a  parcel  of  Linnen  near  30/.  and  as  the  Carman  comes 
by,  he  packs  up  the  Linnen,  and  mounts  it  into  the  Car. 
Here  pretending  his  old  hafte,  with  another  hundred 
pound  Load  under  his  Arm,  he  plays  the  former  Prank, 
and  gives  the  Draper  the  Bag  too.  Now  no  Country¬ 
man  coming  to  reckon  ( as  promis’d  )  they  both  make 
bold  the  next  day  to  unfeal  their  Treafure,  and  fee  what 
Security  they  had  in  their  cuftody ;  when  to  their  great 
furprize,  they  found  a  parcel  of  new  Halfpence  flowed 
round  the  Bag,  with  a  leffer  Bag  in  the  belly  on’t,  fill’d 
with  fragments  of  old  Iron.  This  Prank  Was  hitherto 
pretty  well  carried,  but  Fortune  of  late  Years  a  fnieer 
Jade  to  him,  had  a  very  unhappy  After-game  to  play 
him :  For  the  Vintner  and  Draper  happening  to  meet  to¬ 
gether,  to  condole  Lofies  and  confer  Notes,  they  chan¬ 
ced  to  remember,  that  one  of  the  Carman’s  Steeds,  wras  a 
remarkable  pie-baifd  Horfe.  Hereupon  making  inquiry7 
amongft  the  Fraternity  of  Carmen,  by  the  Marks  and 
Tokens  of  that  Horfe,  they  found  out  the  very  Man  that 
drove  off  the  Chattels ;  who  what  by  Threats  and  other 
perfwading  Arguments,  they  prevail’d  to  lead  ’em  at  laft, 
to  a  Houfe  in  the  Mint,  where  the  Wine  and  the  Drape¬ 
ry  were  both  lodged.  Here  they  made  a  Ihift  to  reco¬ 
ver  the  whole  Prize,  excepting  about!  five  Pounds  worth 
already  embezell’d,  being  pretty  well  content  to  fit  down 
'by  no  greater  lofs. 

E  1  In 
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In  much  the  like  manner,  and  much  (uch  a  Habit,  he 
came  to  a  Cutlers  in  Fleet- ftreet,  and  leaving  fuch  another 
Bag  there,  under  pretence  of  ihowing  fome  Swords  to 
bis  Matter  at  a  Coffee-houfe  hard  by,  he  carried  off  three 
filver  Swords. 

For  the  fame  Feat  of  activity,  he  came  to  a  Coffee- 
houfe  adjacent  to  Pater  Hojler-Row,  where  the  Matter  of 
the  Houfe  was  a  Tayler,  whofe  Company  and  Advice 
heintreated,  defiring  him  to  go  along  with  him  to  fome 
of  the  Mercers  in  the  Rowy  to  look  upon  fome  rich  Silks 
which  he  wanted,  for  a  country  Gentleman’s  (his  Matter) 
and  a  young  Ladies  Wedding  cloaths;  the  Tayler  in  kind- 
nefs,  handed  him  once  cr  twice  to  feveral  Shops :  But 
one  Morning,  leaving  his  Bag  behind  him  at  the  Coffee- 
houfe,  he  went  alone  to  a  Mercers,  a  corner  Shop  in  the 
Row;  where  he  cheapning fome  rich  Stuffs,  flowr’d  with 
Silver  and  Gold,  a  Haherdafher  of  fmall  Wares  patting 
by,  and  happening  to  fet  Eye  upon  our  Chapman,  made 
bold  to  lay  hands  upon  him,  and  carry  him  off  to  the  Cock 
in  Amen  corner ;  his  Charge  againft  him  was,  for  leaving 
him  the  Bag  too  for  about  thirty  Pounds  in  fmall  Wares. 
But  noil'e  and  crowd  coming  about  him*  fearing  that  other 
Complaints  might  appear  againft  him,  and  io  load  him. 
heavier  than  poflibly  he  might  be  able  to  ftand  under, 
our  Haberdafher  wifely  refolving  to  take  care  of  no  body 
but  himfelf,  danced  him  from  houfe  to  houfe,  till  his 
country  Chapman  could  raifc  Effects  to  make  him  fatis- 
faettion;  and  fo  having  with  much  ado,  hooked  in  his 
own  Bet,  he  turn’d  him  loofe  agen,  for  the  other  open 
mouths  againft  him,  to  take  as  fair  a  hunt  for  him,  as  he 
had  done.  After  this  mortifying  Adventure,  whether 
out  of  a  principle  of  Modefty,  a  Virtue  not  often  in  fa- 
fhion  with  him,  or  fome  other  forgetfulnefs,  the  Bag  left 
in  the  Coffee-houfe  was  never  call’d  for  from  that  day  to 

this; 
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this  *  and  keeping  of  it  about  three  months  1'e.iieJ,  at  laft 
they  ventured  to  break  it  open,  in  which  they  |ound  a- 
bout  fix  Shillings  in  new  Half  pence,  and  a  letter  Bag  fill  d 
with  pieces  of  old  Iron,  a  great  deal  of  which,  as  me¬ 
morials  of  his  Renown,  they  have  kept  by  em  for  Re- 

licks 

About  the  Year  1 672.  he  pretended  to  a  great  Ettate 
in  Northamptonjbire,  and  carried  it  on  fo  far,  as  to  borrow 
four  hundred  Pounds  upon  the  Mortgage  of  it,  of  a  Hamp- 
Ihire  Gentleman.  At  Hamington  Ukewife  in  Hmpjbtre 
he  married  a  Minifters  daughter,  and  enter  d  into  bona 
and  Judgment  of  a  Thoufand  Pound  to  Jointure  her  in 
fifty  Pound  a  year,  by  which  he  got  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  Pound,  out  of  her  Father,  as  part  of  her  Por- 

tK>?n  Piccadilly  about  three  Years  lince,  he  went  to  a 
Horfe-Courfers  to  buy  a  Horfe,  and  after  he  had  bar¬ 
gain’d  for,  and  bought  him,  he  defired  to  back  him  to 
try  his  Goings,  and  rode  off  with  him,  before  the  Horfe - 
Surfer’s  face,  and  fold  him  in  the  Country  for  four 

P°To  conclude  with  his  Frauds  and  Impoftures  (befides 
the  grandeft  and  boldeft  of  ’em  all,  That  he  left  the  World 
in  )  he  was  charged  with  one  Cheat  after  his  very  Death. 
Amongft  the  numerous  Vifitants  that  came  to  fee  him 
that  Week  that  he  lay  above  Ground,  it  happen  d  that  a 
Man  and  his  Wife,  living  at  White-Chapel,  prefling  in 
amongft  the  Crowd  of  Gazers,  immediately  remembred 
bis  Face  •  and  feeing  the  Clothes  there  which  he  wore  be¬ 
fore  hedied,  he  prefently  owned  himfelf  the  Taylor  that 

made  ’em ;  and  that  they  were  not  only  unpay  d  for  ft  ill, 
.  but  likewife  he  was  cozen’d  out  of  em  by  one  of  the 
lewdeft  Shams  that  ever  was  put  upon  Man.  Upon 
which,  he  repeated  the  whole  Story  at  length ,  viz. 
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That  about  BartholomewtiJe  Iaft  the  now  Deceafed  came 
over  Night,  and  took  a  pretty  handfome  Lodging  ot 
White- Chapel,  pretending  himfelf  newly  come  up  by  the 
Stage-Coach,  out  of  the  Country,  his  Nafne  Bomer  ■  and 
defiring  his  Landlord  to  help  him  to  a  Taylor,  kwas  his 
ill  Luck  to  be  the  Man  that  was  fent  for.  When  he  came 
to  him,  he  found  him  in  a  thread-bare  black  Coat  and 
very  much  in  want  of  Repair.  He  had  not  talk’d’ with 
him  long  before  he  was  defired  to  take  meafure  of  him  • 
and  whim  that  was  doing,  up  came  a  Foot-man  in  a  gen¬ 
tile  Livery,  and  paying  him  much  RefpetS  and  Reve- 
rence,  told  him  that  Sir  John ,  his  Mafler,  defired  his 
Company  at  Dinner.  At  Dinner  !  (anfwers  our  thread- 
bare  Spark,)  No,  ’Faith ;  he  mufl  excufe  me  :  lam  not  in  a 
pickle  {Pox  of  my  Dog- Rogue')  to  flir  out  of  Doors.  No 

f/wtl  t,{feuRais  uP.onr  my  Arfe  are  ™  Dre/s  for  Dining 
at  White-Hall.  And  fo,  pray ,  go  tell  your  Majler ,  that  I 

IZiZr  t0rkereP™y  Chamber  at  prefent,  for  /  have  leen 
roll  dfince  If  mo  him  lafl  Night.  The  Foot  boy  prefently 
ask  d  him,  By  whom?  By  a  young  Son  of  a  Whore,  a  Foot- 
man  of  mine,  the  Devil  go  with  him.  And  fo  defiring  the 
Boy  to  carry  the  whole  Relation  to  his  Mafler,  he  tells 
him  very  formally  “That  fending  his  Boy  lafl  Night  to 
«  rV  carriers  for  his  Trunk,  in  which  were  two  Suits  of 

«  ^  ,  3  hls  Ll0en  and  Pdnt>  and  fifty  Pieces  of 

„  “If  .RoSue  vvas  run  away  with  it :  And  though 
„  this  oId  smt  uppn  his  Back  ferv’d  him  well  enough  to 
t,  COrnfLto  Tovvn  m>  Sir  John  mull  pardon  him  if  he  durfl 
f  not  itir  out  till  he  was  a  little  better  rigg’d.  The  Foot- 
tnan  making  a  long  Scrape,  and  departing  with  his  Mef- 
fage  our  Country-Squire  gave  a  hundred  hard  Names 
to  this  Run-away  Man  of  his,  threatning  a  great  deal  of 
Vengeance  it  ever  he  caught  him ;  for  Hanging  was  too 
good  for  him.  Whilfl  this  Alarm  held,  there  came  ano- 

rher 
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therVifitant  to  our  Efquire,  and  told  him,  He  hoped  he 
had  drawn  it  up  to  his  Liking .  So  the  Man  producing  a 
Paper,  the  Efquire  took  it,  and  read  it ;  which  was  a 
long  Advertifement  to  be  put  into  the  Gazette ,  defcribing 
the  Marks  of  his  Mam  and  five  Pounds  Reward  to  him 
that  fhould  apprehend  him.  So  having  read  it  out,  and 
approved  of  the  wording  of  it,  he  put  his  Hand  in  his 
Pocket,  and  gave  the  Fellow  ten  Shillings  to  pay  for  En« 
tringof  it,  giving  him  a  dried  Charge  to  be  fure  of  get¬ 
ting  it  into  the  next  Gazette .  After  this,  he  began  to 
treat  about  his  Clothes,  which  he  defired  might  be  nei¬ 
ther  rich,  nor  gaudy ;  for  he  was  paft  thofe  Vanities. 
The  Taylor  accordingly,  by  next  Day  at  Noon,  brings, 
him  his  Clothes,  his  Bill  between  five  and  fix  Pounds, 
which,  truly,  he  muft  be  forced  to  fiay  for  till  next 
Week;  for  the  Villain  and  Thief  his  Man,  had  put  him 
out  of  mony ;  but  he  had  fent  down  lad  night  by  the 
Port  for  new  Supplies,  and  by  the  middle  of  next  Week, 
fhould  be  furnifht,  and  pay  him  very  thankfully.  The 
poor  Taylor,  not  in  the  lead  doubting  his  money,  was 
very  well  fatisfied,  for  he  was  fufiiciently  convinced, 
that  he  w ss  a  Gentleman  of  Fafhion,  and  hoped  to  find  a 
good  Cudomer  of  him.  But  no  fooner  were  the  Ac¬ 
coutrements  upon  his  Back,  and  he  had  now  liberty  (no 
di'fgrace.  to  his  Gentility  )  to  walk  by  Day-light  ;  his 
ftrft  Progrefs  is  down  to  Sir  Johns  at  Whitehall ,  who  was 
belike,  io  fond  of  his  Company,  that  he  would  never  let 
him  find  the  way  home  again ;  for  from  that  Hour,  nei-  - 
ther  his  Whitechapel  Landlord  nor  Taylor,  cou’d  ever 
fet  Eye  of  him. 

And  now  to  give  him  a  little  farther  Vifit  at  the  Ba¬ 
ker's  (the  Hofpitable  Roof  under  which  he  finifh’d  his  Mi 
Mafter-piece)  and  lend  the  Reader  feme  few  farther 
Obfervations  than  thofe  out  Fitjl  Pan  has  furnifh'd 

more 
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.more  ami  above  his  own  Perfonal  performance  in  that 
grand  Mafquerade  of  the  pretended  Captain  Wickham  ; 
Several  Accidents  both  before  and  after  his  Death  con¬ 
tributed  much  to  corroborate  and  iupport  the  fmpoftor. 
To  inftance  one  remarkable  one ;  his  kind  Landlord 

fending  for  the  worthy  Dr.  F - to  take  care  of  him  in 

his  Sickncfs,  he  ask'd  the  Dodlor  if  he  did  not  know 
him,  or  had  never  feen  him  before ;  which  the  Dodlor 
(as  with  good  reafon)  not  well  recollcdling,  our  Patient 
was  pleas’d  to  remember  him,  that  he  had  the  honour 
to  Dine  with  him  fuch  a  day,  in  fuch  a  year,  when  the 
Dodlor  was  Mayor  of  Gloucejler .  Now  it  happening 
that  that  very  day  the  true  Captain  Wickham  had  really 
Dined  with  him  at  Gloucejler :  the  Dodlor  who  was  not 
much  acquainted  with  the  true  Captain,  and  thereby  not’ 
ready  to  Diftinguiih  Faces,  yet  very  well  remembring 
fuch  a  worthy  Gentleman  one  of  his  Honourable  Guefts 
that  day  in  his  Majoralty,  was  very  ready  (upon  fo  con¬ 
vincing  a  CircumftanceJ  to  fwallow  the  juggle,  and  to 
acknowledge  him  the  Perfon  he  prefented,  which  very 
much  influenced  the  Credulity  of  the  Family. 

The  Monday,  the  next  day  after  hi^  death,  a  Noble 
P--r  attended  by  feveral  Perlons  of  Honour,  came  to  fee 
the  Body,  and  wasfo  fatisfied.in  his  being  his  Country 
Neighbour,  the  true  Captain  Wickham ,  that  he  queftion’d 
the  Family  why  the  Coroner  did  not  fit  upon  him;  upon 
which  being  anfwered,  that  fuch  a  Phyfician  took  care 
of  him,  and  that  befides,  the  honefty  of  the  Houfe  in 
which  he  dyed,  gave  no  occafion  for  any  fuch  reflecting 
enquiry  into  his  death;  his  Lord fliip  was  pleafed  to  rd- 
ply,  that  if  he  was  not  Mart  her  ed ,  he  mu  ft  certainly  die 
Mudp  it  being  impoffible  that  in  his  right  fences  he  fliould. 
give  fuch  extravagant  Legacies  to  meer  Strangers  ;  nor 
would  his  Lordlhip  be  fatisfied,  ’till  he  confulted  both 
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his  Bodilyun'd  Ghofily  Phyfician,  his  Minifter,  afld  the 
Dodor,  about  his  outward  and  inward  Man,  &c.  !  Ano¬ 
ther  very  confirming  Credential  happen’d,  viz.  A 
grave  Citizen  of  London,  a  near  Neighbour  to  our  Capital 
Cathedral,  who  like  wife  infpeded  the  Corps,  vVaspleafed 
to  fay,  he  had  Fifty 1  Guineas  in  his  Fob,  and  wou’d 
make  them 'ah  Hundred,  with  any  Man,  that  it  was" 
Captain  WJckam.  Nay,  Mr.  T—  the  Prcdor  wasfo  cor* 
fident  of  his  Integrity,  that  he  depofited  five  Guineas 
with  the  Bakers  Wife,  to  a  Wager  of  five  more,  to  biiV 
him  -a  Pair  of  Gold  Fringe  Gloves,  that  he  was  the  true 
Captain  Wickham ;  and  notfo'nly  fo,  but  made  ;tvVo  Wal 
gers  more  with  her,  of  two  Guineas  eaeh,  upon  the  fame 
Fund.  Which  Wagers  flie  was  fo  unwilling  to  lay  with 
him,  as  being  her  felf  fo  confident  of  his  truth,  that  ihe 
gave  ’em  for  loft :  Nor  had  been  drawn  into  ’em,  but  by 
Phis  Argument  of  the  Nurfes,  who  told  her,  that  if  he 
was  the  true  Wickham,  nine  Guineas  Lot's  ivould  be  no* 
thing  out  of  their  great  Legacies;  and  if  he  was  other- 
wife,  the  winning  of  fo  m'any  Guineas  Would  make  f-^ 
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ings,  were  fo  concern’d  at  his  Executors  ftappinefs;  that 
rather  than  the  Bak£r  fhould  run  awray  with  fo  much  of 
his  Eftate,  declared  they  were  refolved  to  make  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  bufinefs  of  it.  So  many  affirmatives,  fo  ftreng- 
then’d  the  believing  Baker,  that  he  Offer’d  to  give  his 
Maid  fifty  Pounds  for  her  Hundred;  To' \vhieh,  fhe  pert¬ 
ly  anfwer’d,  No,  fne  was  not  in  fo  much  hafte,  to  com¬ 
pound  at  that  Rate,  Ihe  was  as  well  able  to  tarry  for  .her-- 
Mony,  as  he  was  for  his.  And  talking  of  the  poor  Maid, 
one  thing  muft  not  be  forgotten  ;  the  day  before  he  died! 
he  told  her,  he  had  left  her  a  hundred  Pounds  to  buy  her 
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d,  foitt  have  a  care  flie  did  not  Marry  a  Rogue 
id  heat  her,  for  if  flie  did,  he  had  that  kind- 
nefs  for  her,  he  was  ifure,  it  would  difturb  him  in  his 
Grave,  and  make  him  Walk  when  he  was  dead. 

But  to,  return  to  his  .Death,  when  the  Searchers  came 
to  do  their  neceftary  Office ;  upon  infpedHoo,  they  found 
fome  little  extraordinary  Mortification  upon  fome  name* 
feis  Part  about  him,  that  put  em  upon  the  Smile.  Their 
Refpedi  to  the  Worlhipful  deceafed,  made  'em  fomew;hat 
modeft  in  the,  Difcovery ;  which  occafion’d  the  Nurfe  to 
inquire  .into  the  caufe  of  their  Fleering,  and  ask  4 ent 
plainly,  If \  the  Captain  were  mJer\  the  Covenant  of  Circum - 
afion*  Yes,  truly,  they  replied,  fome  fuch  kind  of  Cor¬ 
poral  Defedfc  they  had  found  about  him.  This  put  the 
Church-warden  into  fome  Surprize,  who,  inclinable  to 
fancy  better  things  of  his  pious  Benefadtor  defund:,  would 
by  ho  means,  believe  either  Searchers  or  Nurfe,  ’till  he 
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our  Batchelor  Captain,  was  in  no  danger  of  lead¬ 
ing  Apes.  He  difeover’d  him  an  old  Soldier  under  C«- 
gifs  Banner  ,*  for  by  a  fad  Token,  he  had  been  a  lofer 
in  the  Wars:  J^utEighten  Wwes  might  do  m-uch,  and  f6 
the  Wonder  is  not  fo  extraordinary. 

And  now,  Reader,’,  having  thus  handed  our  great  Ma¬ 
tter  Adtoi;  to  his  iaR  Exit  off  the  Stage,  we  lhall  only 
add  a  Fragment  more  to  our  Hiftory,by  giving  you  his 
firft  Entrance  upon  it  too.  His  Original  was  very  ob 
feure,  and  his  firft  ftart  into  the  World,  w7as,  in  no 
higher  a  Poft  than  a  Journey  man  Shoemaker,  in  which 
Character  he  liv’d  fome  confiderable  time  at  \Vorceftert 
urtderftanding  fo  little  of  w;hat  he  profeft  at  Banhurv,  viz. 
Chirurgery ,  that  he  knew  the  Virtue  of  no  other  Plaifter 
than  his  own  CobJefs  Wax.  .  From  that  Imployment,  he 
?  **  '  took 
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took11?  Ftolick  to  Sea ;  from  whence  returned,  he  came 
to  Smcily,  with  the  true  Privilege  of  a  Traveller,  his  Au¬ 
thority  unqueftionable,  he  talk’d  Miracles  both  of  his 
Voyages  and  Adventures.  For  Example,  That  he  had 
made  a  Voyage  to  Couftantinople  and  Barbadoes ,  (for  Eaft 
and  Weft  were  all  one  in  his  Geography ; )  and  fo  a- 
mufed  the  Country-People  with  his  Rhodomontades,  that 
they  look’d  upon  him  as  a  Prodigy  of  a  Man.  His  great 
•  Art  he  profefs’d  was  Chirurgery,  (the  little  he  had  of  it 
being  indeed  gotten  on  Ship-board;)  and  what  with 
promis’d  Wonders,  and  great  Words,  the  common  Crutch 
of  little  Abilities,  together  with  fome  Favours  and  Coun¬ 
tenance  received  from  Captain  Wickham,  ( a  common 
Charity  from  fo  worthy  a  Gentleman,)  which  very  much 
heightned  his  Reception,  he  let  up  for  a  Chirurgeon :  In 
which  Station  we  began  with  him  in  our  Firft  Part,  and 
there  we  leave  him 

.  >  And  here  we  allure :  our  Reader,  that  all  thefe  feveral 
Relations  we  have  here  made,  are  from  as  good  and  cre¬ 
dible  Authority  as  the  beft  Information  could  give  us. 
Nay,  we  have  Had  a  very  great  part  of- ’em  from  the  Per- 
fons  own  Mouths  that  were  the  fullering  Parties  in  oiir 
Narrative.  And  that  We  have  wholly'  endeavoured  to 
follow  Truth,  the  Reader  may  be  pretty  fenfible,  by  our 
flaying  near  a  Fortnight  for  the  Publication  of  it ;  the  En¬ 
quiries  into  matter  of  Fad  being  fix  times  more  work 
and  trouble,  than  the  Compofing  of  our  Hiftory  either 
was,  or  could  be. 
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a  Letter  dated  January  the-arft  Inflant,  from  a 
— J  credible  Hand,  we  have  receiv’d  a  fliort  Relation 
or  the  Man.  Tam,  the  famous  Sane  bo  Pancho  to  our  de- 
ceafed  Don  Quixot ,  fo  often  mentioned  in  our  Fir  ft  ft  art 
and  formerly  fo  great  a  Sharer  in  his  Matters  Adven- 

Xlus  Squire  to  our  late  Knight  Errant,  through  hiv 
long  Service  now  grown  Matter  of  his  Art,  and  conie- 
quently  Setting  up  for  himfelf,  was  then  taken  at  Jut- 
mm,  near  Godaiming,  in  Surrey ,  for  Running  away  with 
an  Heirefs  of  1 50 1.  per  Annum.  This  wealthy  Heirefs  he 
had  married  in  very  good  Seafon,  our  Bridegroom  tryly 
being  not  over  rich,  (the  common  Fate  of  great  Wits,) 
for  he  had  hardly  Mony  enough  to  pay  for  his  Marriaee 
However,  accepted  for  Richer,  or  Poorer,  he  had  Bedded 
her  feven  or  eight  Nights,  and  was  fo  long  purfued  and 
hunted  from  place  to  place,  before  her  Relations  could 
catch  him,  being  taken  at  Jaft  in  Bed  with  her.  The 
farther  Particulars  we  are  not  yet  inform’d. 
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